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Facing New Challenges

Our Mission Statement defines why our religious community exists. Our Mission
Statement is clear- we minister our values and beliefs to one another and to the
community while inviting others to join usin our quest for the truth.

For us to achieve our Mission, it may be necessary to break afew eggs. “Liberal
congregations problem is not liberal theology; it is their doubt that other people
need and want a liberal faith” (Hotchkiss, Governance and Ministry). As a com-
munity we may want to look at how long it has been since we changed our form
of ministry and ask if new paths are worth exploring. Can we as a community
shake our comfort zone, redirect our energy, and broaden our vision in order to
achieve our Mission?

Our focus this year is Mission, Ministry and Growth. We achieve our Mission
through proper governance and effective Ministry. The leadership of the UUC is
charged with the responsibility to define and communicate in the broadest terms
possible the objectives of the congregation. Committees and lay people are
charged with the work (the Ministry) of the congregation. Y our participation on a
committee is an effective way for you to join with other members to perform the
Ministry of our religious community.

Committees are in the process of defining plans for the year. Please contact Sue
Boone, Chairperson Community Builders, or talk directly with a committee chair.
Committees and chairperson are listed on our Web site (www.uuclearwater.org).
Our Mission depends upon an effective Ministry. Effective Ministry depends
upon you. Thank you.

Terrence Stapleton, President Board of Trustees

Terrence Stapleton
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Summer Minister’s Notes Rev. Nick Ozuma

| have been given the distinct honor of serving as the UUC Summer Minister for
the months of July and August, during the occasion of Rev. Abhi Janamanchi’s
summer vacation and study leave. A year ago, | would have never dreamed that |
would be asked to take on such an important role. Though | serve as a minister, |
am not of the UU tradition and have only begun to grasp the workings and faith
practices of this great libera tradition through my internship period. Neverthe-
less, it is a humbling and exciting scenario of which | am most grateful, as | am
given the unique challenge of applying much of what | have learned in a more ex-
plicit and engaged manner. As Rissho Kosel-kai is till at its earliest stages of de-
velopment here in the Tampa Bay and my role as minister islimited in that regard,
| believe these two months as Summer Minister at UUC will serve as a microcosm of day-to-day minis-
try, providing the potential to grasp the expectations and responsibilities of what | can hope to expect in
the not-too-distant future in my own ministry.

Though | do come from a Buddhist tradition, | believe many of our central philosophies and values arein
accord with one another, and | feel comfortable and accepted in this blessed community. To be even of-
fered this role indicates to me a great trust that | have had the privilege of receiving. | am but a beginner
and continue to seek guidance as my spiritual mission unfolds. | may not have all the answers or even
most of them, but | will try my best to be of service in whatever way | can.

The summer series appears to be an amalgam of diverse and exciting topics from persona accounts on
the theme of what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist. | hope to support this series to the best of my
abilities. Aside from the Sunday Services, | will also maintain a ministerial presence throughout the
weekdays and will respond to pastoral and other ministerial concerns. | will be relocated temporarily to
Rev. Abhi’s office during my office hours this summer, which will more or less be the same that Rev.
Abhi normally holds. Naturally I cannot fill his shoes, but I’m sure with the support of the UUC commu-
nity, it will be awonderful experience of which | am sincerely looking forward to!

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am

July 4th: Discussion on Patriotism. Isit pride? Nationalism? What? Isit important to expressit? Obligations
of citizens? Should voting be mandatory? How to disagree? Bring your questions & comments.

July 11th: Kathy Krohn will give an overview of the UUC Children’s Religious Education program. How
the classes are taught. What is taught, who teaches and how it benefits UUC. Also, some of the ways UUC
members can - and do - volunteer for RE.

July 18th: Jeannie Shimer. The story of " The Little Lama”, her grandson. DVD and more, followed by
Q&A. Jeannieis along time member of UUC, responding to requests to tell us about her grandson.

July 25th: Dot & Chuck Sollinger will present an award-winning DV D animation of population growth asthe

years roll by from 1 A.D. to 2030 A.D. Inthe animation, the dots light up on a world map. Each dot stands
for one million people. The DVD isonly 7 minutes long, so there will be plenty of time to discussit.
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Be Bold Rev. Bill Welch

This Octagram marks my last column. | have so enjoyed my time with you. | believe it
has been a productive year and | think | leave you a closer and thereby a stronger commu-
nity and institution. UUC is avibrant place that is making an important contribution to the
community and the world and | have learned many things in my time here.

UUC is blessed with a great staff and | hope you will take time whenever you can to ap-
preciate them. Abhi, Karen, Christine, Janine, Linda, Nick and Ed are so committed to
you and UUC and they are committed to supporting everyone on the staff. This shows up
in ways big and small. Ask them what they need to be successful, please and then try to give it to them. Keep
them happy!

Don't be afraid to try new things. Don’'t be afraid to take arisk, individually and collectively. Be bold. There
is much work to be done to repair our world. Support the people that volunteer many hours at UUC and find
your own niche if you have not already done so. Look to each other for support and wisdom. Nurture the
young people in your midst and honor those with much experiencein life: Both can teach you.

With much love,

Rev. Bill

Reflections From A Chorale Member  Jenn and Matt Bouchie

In May 2008 we moved to Clearwater and began attending UUC. On our first
Sunday here we inquired about the music program. Both of us have been sing-
ing al our lives and joining the Chorale has allowed us to get to know people
while doing something we enjoy immensely.

Our interest in music, singing in particular, is what brought us together many
years ago and it remains an integral part of who we are as a couple. Music
allows us to communicate with the world around us in away that words cannot. Regardless of gender, race,
nationality, lifestyle, or beliefs music can speak to each and every one of us. All we haveto doislisten.

As these words are written the regular church year is coming to a close and summer services will soon begin.
We now have free time on Wednesday nights, are able to sleep a little bit longer on Sunday mornings and
can enjoy worship from a different prospective. As wonderful as these things feel at first it never takes long
to realize how much we miss Chorale during the summer.

Being members of Chorale at UUC has added to our musical experiences and has made us better in many
ways. We look forward to sharing our love of music with the congregation for many yearsto come.
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Social Justice News

Environmental Justice Team
Dotti “Greenjeans” Doyle, Team Leader

Lately it would appear that al the news is environ-
mental, and it’s not good.

The ail drilling disaster off the coast of Louisiana con-
tinues to generate news every day. The only good
thing about it is that some of the “Drill, baby. Drill”
proponents are beginning to change their minds. To
that end some of us went to various beaches in Pinel-
las County on June 26" to participate in another
“Hands Across the Sands’ protest to let our leaders
know that we don’t want oil drilling to threaten Flor-
ida' s precious coastline.

The Green Team would like to thank the congregation
for voting to proceed with the UUA Green Sanctuary
application process. UUC has already done a number
of projects and have on-going policies that promote
sustainable living. We will be inviting your input and
participation, as we get more involved in this process.

The Green Team is taking a much needed summer
break. We will regroup in August to plan and imple-
ment more green activities. We will keep the congre-
gation informed. If you have suggestions for projects,
field trips, or discussion groups you would like to see
offered, please let us know.

Thanks for all your support.

Economic Justice Team
Linda Stoller, Team Leader

CIW Update

Social Justice Council, Split The Plate
Marlene Calderone, Treasurer

A check in the amount of $332.00 was sent to Metro
Charities, Inc. for the June 13" collection. Metro
Charities provides services to the GLBT community
in Pinellas and surrounding counties. Thanks to all
who gave.

The Shepherd Center of Tarpon Springs has been
selected as the July 11" recipient of the Split the
Plate Collection. The Shepherd Center runs the
Cold Night Shelter for the homeless, a Soup
Kitchen, Food Pantry and the Clothes Tree. They
provide Social Services, Food baskets during the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays and run the
Adopt A Family program. The Shepherd Center be-
gan in 1974 and has continued to be committed to
the belief in the inalienable rights and value of all
human beings. Adopting a broad interfaith perspec-
tive, they extend basic love and materia assistance
to al members of the community and its visitors.
Basic to their strategy is the concept that everyone
can give and receive at the Center according to their
talents, interests and needs. Some need to receive
and some need to give; and in so giving, they, too,
receive.

For the past two years our Socia Justice Council has
included the Shepherd Center’s clients in our Mitten
Tree distribution of holiday gifts. We find the Cen-
ter's staff to be very efficient and grateful for our
assistance and their clients extremely appreciative of
our generosity. Please remember to donate to this
wonderful organization on July 11"

Although Publix still hasn't agreed to join the CIW’s Fair Food Campaign, The Coalition of Immokalee Work-
ers continues to be honored for their work against slavery in the fields. Recently, Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton released the State Department’s 10" Annual Trafficking in Persons Report. As part of the event, the CIW’s
Anti-slavery Coordinator, Laura Germino was recognized by the State Department as a 2010 “Anti-Trafficking
Hero.” This honor recognized a handful of people from around the world who have shown extraordinary com-
mitment and leadership in the fight against slavery and Laurais the first US based recipient to receive the recog-
nition. In addition the farm workers Slavery Museum which was at the UUC this past year was on display in
Washington DC on the National Mall.



UUC Volunteer of the Year — Joan Osburn

This year® honoree as Volunteer of the Year is Joanne Osburn. She was
recognized at the Annua Meetingin May. Joanneisinvolved in the life of
our congregation in many ways and her efforts are much appreciated. She
was part of the auction team that did such a wonderful job in producing a
fun event for all. She started anew Covenant Group during the year, as co-
coordinator. Joanne worked very diligently on the International Associa-
tion for Religious Freedom (IARF) conference, which UUC hosted in
January. She has aso worked on other Ways and Means fund raising pro-
jects throughout the year. What a special member of this congregation
Joanne Osburn is. She exemplifies the best of UUism in all that she does.
The Board of Trustees is proud to have selected Joanne to receive this

Joanne Osburn

honor.

RE News

Christine Pensa

Hello Friends,

Summer is a time to slow
down and take a much
needed break from the
hustle and bustle of the
rest of the year. Summer
is a time to visit people and places and for new
experiences. As we continue our summer program
“Culture Camp” and learn about different cultures
around the world, | would like to encourage our
children to bring their friends to UUC this sum-
mer. Not everyone can visit Brazil or Australia
but we can learn about them together. Volunteers
are always needed.

Although our youth program does not have a cur-
riculum over the summer, there will always be
time for open discussion. Our teens are planning
various field trips (friends are welcomed) and
adult chaperones and drivers are needed. If you
are interested please let me know.

Finally, during the summer our children get very
thirsty and hot after playing outside. Juice and
Popsicle donations would be greatly appreci-
ated. Let'slearn together and have fun!

Got Any Room? Ann Myers

Are you aware that UUC has a B&B program that
benefits the budget via Ways & Means Committee??
Here® how it works. We advertise, and when a visi-
tor comes to our area (so far, 100% UU@rs), we host
them in our homes. We offer them breakfast, then
charge them $75-$85 per night, which is donated to
UUC. All that is needed is a bedroom, with a small
space for hanging/drawer, plus use of a bathroom.

AND, PLEASE, WE NEED MORE HOSTS!

We offer our potential hosts the following assurances.
We can offer the assistance of a committee to help
you "stage” the room. Y ou are never pushed or forced
to host. If you need assistance with breakfast, breads
or muffins can be provided by other members. No
last minute guests as you will have ample notification
of date. We try to rotate homes so that you don®have
the "used" feeling. You are not expected to pick up
nor get them back to the airport. Y ou are not expected
to entertain them 24/7. For safety purposes, we only
make same gender singles hosting assignments.

So far we have had only good experiences and made
new friends. Pleasejoin us and contact either Cindy
Nohe at cindiln53@yahoo.com (727-943-9661) or
me, Ann Myers, at Anndmyers@netzero.net (727
391-5798). Thank you.



Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am

July 4 Celebrating Our Interdependence Rev. Nick Ozuna, Worship Leader: Sue Boone
Music: Bonnie Whitehurst

An interfaith reflection on the sharing of One life and One mission. Grasping the profound in the simplicity of daily
awareness.

Nick was born in San Antonio, Texas, in 1981. While a high school student he began attending the Rissho Kosei-kai
Dharma Center in San Antonio to study the teaching of the Buddha. He joyfully and diligently studied and practiced
the Rissho Kosei-kai teachings, and after graduating from the University of Texas at Austin, entered the RK Gakurin
Seminary in Tokyo. After four years of seminary life Nick returned to the United States as the first American gradu-
ate of the Seminary. His dedicated Buddhist life proves his exceptional quality and capacity.

July 11 GiveYour Love Away Joanne Osburn, Worship Leader: Marty Pelham, Music: David Katz

Drawing from the book Love and Death by Forrest Church, Joanne a retired grief therapist with twenty years of ex-
perience in the field, will explore the spirituaity of grief and loss from a UU perspective.

Joanne obtained her Masters Degree in Social Work in 1983 from Indiana University. She worked in Hospice for the
next 15 years and then started, with a partner, the non-profit Children’s Grief Center, serving as Director for 5 years.
It is still aviable ingtitution in El Paso, TX. She received certification as a grief therapist and death/dying educator
during the time that she worked with Hospice.

She moved to Florida four years ago after living in an RV for 3 years.
July 18 “What Kind of Fool Am [?” Janet Onnie, Worship Leader: Jenn Bouchie, Music: Van Fenstermaker

Unitarian Universalists welcome the teachings of many faith traditions. Throughout many of them run a strain of
@®oly foolishness© Today we will explore what it means to be a Holy Fool in the context of our chosen faith, and how
Unitarian Universalism supports the practice of holy foolishness.

Janet is a Candidate for Unitarian Universalist Ministry. Prior to earning her Masters Degree in Divinity, she made
her way as aflute player, teaching and performing mostly in Cleveland, Bermuda and Washington, DC. She has been
happily married to Nelson since 1968. Their daughter, Julia, lives in Sarasota. In Janet's spare time she ... uh ...
well, she hasn't had any spare time since traveling along the ministry path five years ago. She's sure she'll find
something to do other than reading theol ogy.

July 25 YoUU Light Up My Life Sue Boone, Worship Leader: Marty Pelham, Music: Linda Jones
Where did the flaming chalice come from, and what does it mean to Unitarian Universalists?

Sue, a member of UUC, has been a Unitarian Universalist officially since 1980, but was a UU in theology
since sixth grade, but didn’t know others thought the same way she thought. Sue enjoys learning about Uni-

tarian Universalism and sharing her knowledge with others. When not doing church work, Sue enjoys
swimming, bicycling and baking bread.
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New Additions to the Maxwell Library Pat St. Clair

The following books have been added to the Maxwell Library collection. We thank Ches Applewhite for her
donations to the Women's Studies section.

Religion and Theology:

Rita Nakashima Brock & Rebecca Ann Parker, Saving Paradise: How Christianity Traded Love of this
World for Crucifixion and Empire (Why images of a crucified Christ do not appear in Christian art until the
10" century)

Merlin Stone, When God Was a Woman (The story of the religion of the Goddess)

Mary Daly, Beyond God the Father: Toward a Philosophy of Women'’s Liberation (Philosopher, theolo-
gian, scholar, writing for the intellectual feminist).

Unitarian Universalism:

Forrest Church, Love and Death: My Journey Through the Valley of the Shadow (His last book, following
his diagnosis of terminal cancer. “ Dare to live before you die.” )

John Buehrens & Forrest Church, A Chosen Faith (An introduction to Unitarian Universalism)

Rev. Robert C. Hill, The Complete Guide to Small Group Ministry (The “ how to” guide to creating and
nurturing covenant groups)

Biography:

Robin Morgan, The Word of a Woman, Feminist Dispatches 1968-1992 (Writer and poet)
Gloria Steinem, Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions (founder of MS magazine)

Edith Hunter, Sophia Lyon Fahs, A Biography (UU religious educator, created curriculum)
Kate Michelman, With Liberty and Justice For All (former president of NARAL)

Women'’s Studies:

Karenna Gore Schiff, Lighting the Way, Nine Women Who Changed Modern America (Ida B. Wells, Fran-
ces Perkins, Mother Jones, Dolores Huerta and more)

Sarah Weddington, A Question of Choice (the lawyer who argued Roe v Wade)

Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle, The Woman’ s Rights Movement in the United States (very well re-
viewed 5 star history)

Luise Eichenbaum & Susie Orbach, Between Women: Love, Envy, and Competition in Women's Friend-
ships (the crucial struggle between connectedness and autonomny)

AND ...

Hayden Herrera, Frida Kahlo, The Paintings (in Coffee Table Books)

John Swomley, Religious Liberty and the Secular State (in Government & Politics)

Lillian Schlissel, Women'’ s Diaries of the Westward Journey (in American History)

Edd Doerr & James W. Prescott, eds., Abortion Rights and Fetal ‘ Personhood’ (in Civil Rights)



Events in July and Beyond

Women’s Night Out

B.E.E.R. Men’s Group

Women® Night Out will be held
onJuly 1 a 7 pm. at Pssghetti®
located at 2600 US Highway 19N
a the corner of Enterprise and
UusS 19, Clearwater, 33761.

Be with other Brothers Engaged in Eso-
teric Repartee twice a month, building
community and talking about subjects of
mutual interest. All men of the congrega-
tion are invited. See you at our next

www.Pssghettis.com. All women of _ gatherings on July 8th at The Whistle Stop
the congregation are invited to come and share adin- in Safety Harbor and July 29th at O'Keefe's
ner with other women in our community. We will Restaurant in Clearwater. Contact Craig
have a separate room, with an outdoor area for cock- Alldredge at (727) 742-0260 for more informa-
tails, and a specia menu with four choices, includes tion. Close analysis will detect a pattern here:
sdad, entree and dessert.  Following last month® early in the month up here, second meeting in
dinner, this should be just as festive and as much the month down there. This may change: as a
fun. To give us an idea of how many are coming, group we are neither well organized nor consis-

please make reservations to Ruth Samuel, 791-1216 tent.
or rsamuel 5@aol.com.
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UUsfor Science @ @ @ @ @ @ @

Every Tuesday in July, at 7 pm, the Unitarian Uni- @ IT& NOT TOO LATE TO VISIT
versalist United Fellowship of St. Petersburg hosts HEAVEN!

the UUs for Science. Their mission is to promote

scientific truths and evidence in the media through SUUSI!! (3rd week of July!)

the application of scientific method and challenging
non-scientific policies, promotions, and schemes by
public figures. The UUS for Science members are
also developing support materials and encouraging
similar groups in other UU communities. Please
phone 727-344-5407 for more information. The UU
United Fellowship is located at 5721 Central Ave-

Don®leave life without it!
suusi.org

Paul Lanrock
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SUULE

The Southland Unitarian Universalist Leadership Experience (SUULE) is an opportunity for current and future
leaders to deepen their understanding of congregational leadership and to develop their abilities with other
Unitarian Universalist leaders. Participants are given an opportunity to combine practical |eadership tools with
spiritual and theological grounding to maximize their congregational leadership potential. This five-day pro-
gram will be held August 8-13, 2010, at The Mountain Retreat and Learning Centers. The Thomas Jefferson,
Mid-South and Florida Districts and Southwestern Conference organize SUULE .This year®tuition is $695.
For more information visit http://www.uusouthland.org/.
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DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A
QUESTION RELATING TO THE
MINISTER OR MINISTRY?

If so, please contact one of the Members of
the Congregational Committee on Ministry:
Jenn Bouchie 470-9422
Sue Boone 531-5236
Jackie Brown 772-6764
Pat McGiverin 771-1529
Lucille Odeneal  743-1304

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to
Octagram@uuclearwater.org. Deadline for each
month’sissue is midnight of the third Sunday of the
month prior to the month of issue.

Sunday Wor ship Service
Information is on centerfold.

Misit: www.uuclearwater.org




