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Annual Congregational Meeting Held May 17 
 
We welcome the new Board President Sue Boone, President-elect Terry Stapleton, Secretary Dotti Doyle, Treasurer Bill Norswor-
thy, and Board Trustees (three year term through to 2012) Cassandra Alderman, Jefferson Taylor, and Trish Weimer, with alternates 
(one year term through to 2010) Lynette Wood and Ellen Morgan; Nominating Committee (two year term through to 2011) Ken 
Bliznick and Charlene Carnes; Committee on Ministry (two year term through to 2011) Lucille Odeneal.  Susan Hegner remains on 
the Board for one year as Past President.  These people join Trustees Sylvia Scott, Joann Shrewsbury, and Bill Snell (continuing 

through to 2010) and Carl Krave, Joe Myers, and Nancy Warner (continuing 
through to 2011). 
 
We voted acceptance of the following: 
� Hiring of an Interim Consulting minister for one year (to take on the duties 
of departing associate minister Rev. Millie Rochester and to help UUC deter-
mine an appropriate staffing model for fiscal year 2010-2011 and beyond).   
� The revised UUC Environmental policy. 
� Rissho Kosei-Kei’s proposal for one of their staff members, Nicholas 
Ozuna, to join our congregation for a one-year, full-time ministerial internship.   
� A one year extension of the Senior Minister Agreement. 
� The Consulting Minister Selection Process.   
� The proposed balanced budget of $397,700. 

You’re a 
Winner,  

Bill 
Newton! 

Volunteer of the Year:  Bill Newton 
  
The first Above and Beyond Award for Volunteer of the Year goes to Bill Newton.  Bill 
was selected from among the six monthly award winners for this year.  As most of us 
know, Bill is deeply committed to UUC and spends a great deal of time in his various 
projects.  As co-chair of the Property Committee he oversees our computer system and 
all of the office equipment (which he frequently maintains himself).  The pond, in the 
courtyard, is his personal project.  In addition to these vital functions, Bill supports our 
summer film series by setting up the projector and screen, but he also arranges for films 
that bring spiritual insight to our congregation.  We are indeed fortunate to have such a 
talented and dedicated individual volunteering his time and energy to our beloved com-
munity.  With great thanks, Bill, congratulations for this honor. 
  
The Volunteer of the Year award is recognized by a new plaque that is now located on the north wall in the foyer.  This plaque will 
serve as a permanent reminder of the wonderful work of our congregation's volunteer work force.  Thank you to all who have con-
tributed so much throughout this year and every year.  (The next monthly award will be in September.) 

Sue Boone accepts the gavel from Susan Hegner. 



2 

Dear Friends,  
 
I have been very honored to serve as the President of the Board 
of the Trustees for the past year. As stated in the congregation’s 
By-Laws, “The Board is the principle UUC administrative body, 
vested with the care and administration of its real and personal 
property, and shall conduct its business affairs on behalf of the 
Congregation.”  The current Board and Officer have taken their 
responsibilities seriously and I thank them all for their hard 
work.     
 
At each Board Meeting considerable time was devoted to the 
Treasurer’s Report and UUC cash flow position.   Approxi-
mately 80% of our revenue comes from 
the pledges of our members and friends. 
Last November, a meeting was held 
with the Board, Finance Committee, and 
other leaders, to determine what was 
most important to us and explore possi-
ble ways to raise revenue and curb ex-
penditures.  Thank you to Pegotty Coo-
per and Bill Norsworthy for their in-
valuable help with this meeting.    
 
This spring, Rev. Abhi organized an 
exciting and stimulating Congregational 
Conversation on Mission.  Both of these 
events helped those attending to priori-
tize what is important about UUC and to 
consider ways we can meet our Mis-
sion.  The Board realizing that funds might be needed for an 
emergency such as replacing an air conditioner or repairing the 
roof, appointed Joanne Shrewsbury to organize a ‘Miracle Sun-
day’ appeal in the event that such a need for more funds might 
arise.  Thankfully, this was not required.   
 
When the Waldorf School vacated the Manse, the Board ap-
pointed an Ad Hoc committee to consider how best to use the 
building.  This Committee was chaired by Dotti Doyle and Carl 
Krave who with the help of others cleaned up and repaired the 
Manse and in January, our new tenant, The Clearwater Zen Cen-
ter moved in.   
 
Board member, Joe Myers, worked with the Finance Committee 
and produced a UUC cash position chart which was displayed in 
the Social Hall.  Each month, Dick Rolfes, Treasurer, and Ed 
Kraemer, Finance Chairperson with the help of the Finance 
Committee produced a monthly projection of the UUC cash po-
sition to the Board.   

 
The Split the Plate Sunday collections have resulted in improved 
Sunday collections and we have been able to realize our obliga-
tion to support our values.    
 
Some of the Board members also wear other hats.    Nancy War-
ner continues to do a superb job producing the monthly Octa-
gram.   Nancy’s work was recognized by the Florida District 
with the Outstanding Newsletter -- Large Congregation 
award.  Bill Snell has chaired successful Stewardship campaigns 
for the past three years.  Joe Myers co-chaired, with Ann, the 
Ways and Means Committee, organizing and guiding many suc-
cessful fund-raising events.  Dotti Doyle is another Board Mem-

ber who brings her energy to many ac-
tivities and programs.  Each member of 
the Board of Trustees brings to the table 
their own unique talents, dedication and 
love for UUC.  
 
UUC benefits from the talent, energy 
and hard work of our active congrega-
tion.  The Board can only accomplish 
their goals because of the hard work of 
the many, many people who support and 
work very hard to keep UUC a vibrant 
community.  I am very grateful to be a 
part of such a community.   
 
Next year will be exciting because we 
will have the opportunity and the chal-

lenge of accessing our needs and how we can sustain and sup-
port our mission and staffing needs.  I am especially looking 
forward to welcoming our Consulting Interim staff person, and 
Nicholas Ozuna from Rissho Kosei-Kai who, I anticipate, will 
enrich our congregational experience.    
 
So much is accomplished by so many and we are by a wonderful 
staff and our ministers.   We are so fortunate to have Rev. Abhi 
and Rev. Millie with us.   I thank them both for their dedication, 
hard work, and their wise counsel and loving support.  We will 
all miss Rev.  Millie but we send her to her new venture in Win-
nipeg with our best wishes and our love.    
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with you this 
year.  It has been very rewarding to see so much happening and 
so much accomplished.  I am excited about UUC’s future and I 
look forward to being of assistance.    
 

With love and thanks, Susan Hegner  

From Our Outgoing President, Susan Hegner 
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The first article I wrote after arriving at UUC explained the title 
of this column, a reminder of William Ellery Channing’s often 
quoted observation: “The great end in religious instruction…is 
not to stamp our minds irresistibly on the young, but to stir up 
their own; not to make them see with our eyes, but to look 
inquiringly and steadily with their own; not to give them a defi-
nite amount of knowledge, but to touch inward springs….”   
 
This philosophy applies to us all – whether young, old, or in 
between – for we all have the capacity for knowing what is good 
and true, are all inherently religious.  And like a contemporary 
sage, Parker Palmer, I believe that “to be a religious or spiritual 
being means to be in relationship with others.”   
 
Being in relationship with you and serving alongside Abhi in 
this community these last four years has made a lasting differ-
ence in me.  I honor the time we have had together.  I have 
learned so much from you, and you have made me a better min-
ister.  Indeed, my experience with you has prepared me to take 
another step, to be the parish minister of a congregation. 
 
By now you may know that the UU Church of Winnipeg has 
called me to be their next settled minister.  But during these last 
weeks in Clearwater, I will continue to be your minister, giving 
you my fullest attention and care.   

Many of you have asked what I am doing now, so let me tell you 
what my priorities are:  I am conferring with Abhi to make this a 
smooth transition for UUC; and doing whatever I can to help our 
wonderful RE Assistant Christine Pensa prepare the religious 
education program for the upcoming weeks and months.  You 
can help, too!  Teachers and Assistants are still needed, both for 
the summer program and for the fall.  We have 82 children and 
youth at UUC, and being with them is a great treat.  You may 
choose to read Dr. Seuss stories and/or help with crafts some-
time this summer.  You may decide to be in a classroom some 
Sundays in the fall.  Mindful that we are all part of this beloved 
community, CDs and DVDs of the Sunday service are available 
(free) to anyone who helps with the religious education program.   
 
I am also tending to pastoral needs and saying good-bye.  I am 
honored to minister to you, that you have shared with me your 
sorrows as well as your joys. Together we have celebrated and 
grieved, laughed and cried.  I have great love and affection for 
you, and always will.  Let me know if you would like to have a 
conversation about our mutual journey, hopes, dreams, and 
whatever is on your mind. 

Warmest blessings, Millie 

Rev. Millie Rochester is available as needed through the month of June;  
however, she will be in Salt Lake City June 21-29 attending meetings  

of the Liberal Religious Educators Association Board, leading a workshop, and attending General Assembly.   
 

She and Roger will move to Winnipeg in July, when she is then on vacation using accrued annual leave.   
 

Please contact them if you would like to donate moving boxes or help pack! 

Inward Springs by Rev. Millie Rochester 
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� Action Alert!  Do you have investments in  
Vanguard?   
If you have investments in Vanguard, you recently received 
proxy materials for their July 2 special shareholder meeting in 
Scottsdale, AZ.   We urge you to cast a yes vote on Question 3, 
an activist-backed proxy ballot proposal on human rights.  The 
ballot measure affects thirty Vanguard funds.  It will go further 
than the company's present screening policy, requiring Vanguard 
to ''institute procedures to prevent holding investments in com-
panies that, in the judgment of the board, substantially contribute 
to genocide or crimes against humanity.''  
 
For several years now the Social Justice Committee has made 
the people of Darfur a priority.  We have signed petitions and 
postcards, publicized the plight of the refugees, shown movies, 
given out bumper stickers,  made donations etc.  We have also 
been concerned about socially responsible investing and divest-
ing from companies who have been complicit in the genocide in 
Darfur.  Several large fund companies -- among them, T. Rowe 
Price Group, Inc. and TIAA-CREF -- are now confronting and 
even embracing the idea that they should screen out investments 
that may be linked to human-rights abuses abroad.   
 
Several people have expressed concern about how successful 
investing in socially responsible funds would be.  Historically 
that was a valid concern, however it no longer is. Socially re-
sponsible investing has proven to be very beneficial to all con-
cerned. 
 
We need to send a message to Vanguard.  They have yet to di-
vest from a single holding due to concerns about human rights 
abuses.  They have continued investing in Petro China Co. This 
company's oil exploration in Sudan provides revenue to the Afri-
can nation's government -- money that activists say perpetuates 
an ethnic-rooted conflict that the United Nations conservatively 
estimates has killed 300,000 people, and forced 2.7 million to 
flee their homes.   
 
We recently met with members of the Foundation about Van-
guard and are proud to say, after reviewing the information we 
gave them, they voted yes on Question 3.  We thank them for 
their enlightened decision.  
 

� St. Pete Pride 2009 
Join in the fun and support and 
affirm the lives of our GLBT 
brothers and sisters by partici-
pating in the St. Pete Pride 
Promenade (parade) on Satur-

day, June 27.  This is the largest Pride event in the state and a 
great opportunity to put our faith into action and affirm the in-
herent worth and dignity of all people.  Pride participants will 
assemble at 8:00 am in the Staging Area on 31st Street N and 
3rd Avenue N in St. Petersburg across from Georgies’s Alibi. 
Kick off time is 9:00 am. Be sure to wear your UUC tee 

shirt.  We will bring our banner.  Plans are ongoing.  We may 
have a flat bed truck to ride on, for those who prefer to ride 
rather than walk.  To sign up and for more information/updates, 
stop at the Social Justice table in the Social Hall after services or 
call Marlene at (727) 669-9517.  
 
� Unitarian Universalists Service Committee 
(UUSC) Update 
The California State Assembly has taken an important step to-
ward making the right to safe, accessible, and clean water the 
policy of the state of California.  On April 28 the Water, Parks, 
and Wildlife Committee of the Assembly cast a decisive 9-3 
vote in favor of AB 1242, the Human Right to Water Act of 
2009.  UUSC is an official supporter of the bill along with its 
partners and allies the Alliance for Democracy, Community Wa-
ter Center, Environmental Justice Coalition on Water, Food & 
Water Watch, Urban Semillas, and the Unitarian Universalist 
Legislative Ministry of California.  
 
� Split the Plate 
Grassroots International will receive a check for $631.00 from 
the May 10 Split the Plate.  Grassroots is a human rights and 
international development organization that supports commu-
nity-led sustainable development projects and is in keeping with 
our UU seven principles.   The next Split the Plate collection 
will take place on June 14 and the recipient will be Commu-
nity Tampa Bay’s Anytown.  Anytown is a unique state-of-the-

art youth leadership and diversity aware-
ness program for high school-age stu-
dents. The goal of Anytown is to em-
power young people to create inclusive 
and just schools and communities, while 
learning new skills, having fun and mak-
ing friends for life. Anytown received 
national recognition as a “Best Practice” 
by the U.S. De-

partment of Education. It has also been 
recommended as one of the best programs 
to prevent juvenile delinquency by the 
National Council on Crime and Delin-
quency. In addition, it was cited as an 
example by “One America,” the nation-
wide Initiative on Race Relations. Since 
1991, over 3,500 students have success-
fully graduated from the program and have gone on to become 
responsible citizens who model the Anytown ideals in their pro-
fessional and personal lives.  Please donate to this wonderful 
program.  
 
� Social Justice Committee meeting June 6 
The next Social Justice Meeting will be on June 6 from 9:30 
a.m. until 11:30 a.m. in the Westwood Room.  Won’t you con-
sider joining us?  Anyone and everyone interested in social jus-
tice issues are encouraged to attend. 
 

— Marlene Calderone, Chairperson 
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UUA Trustee Tidbits 
 
For this month and in July the columns will be about our chief 
UUA officers, the President, Moderator, and Financial Advisor. 
In April the UUA Board of Trustees (BOT) voted to include on 
the 2010 General Assembly (GA) agenda, important changes in 
UUA Bylaws Articles V, VIII, and IX which determine the 
length of the terms the President and Moderator, and the creation 
of a Presidential Search Committee. This does NOT mean the 
terms of the President and Moderator will change before much 
conversation. By putting the proposed changes on the agenda it 
means there is over a year for discussions within all congrega-
tions and interested parties, before voting in 2010. At this time 
the BOT has not taken a position on the proposed changes. 
 
The proposed changes for both the President and Moderator 
would allow a single six-year term of office. A partial term of 
more than two years by reason of appointment and/or election 
would be considered a full term. The Financial Advisor term(s) 
would not change. 
 
In Article V, Section 5.1, a Presidential Search Committee 
would be created, and consist of five members elected by GA, a 

member appointed by our UUA Ministers Association, and one 
member appointed by the BOT. This Committee would choose 
two candidates for the presidency. The election and appointment 
of members would occur at the GA held four years before the 
GA at which there would be a presidential election. Each ap-
pointed or elected member of the Committee would serve a term 
of six years and take office at the close of GA at which they are 
appointed or elected. As stated in Article IX, Section 9.5 an indi-
vidual may continue to run by petition for the office of Presi-
dent. The BOT will establish another committee to nominate one 
or more candidates for Moderator.  
 
Of course there are many questions, responses, and opinions to 
be voiced before the 2010 GA in Minneapolis. I encourage your 
congregation to devote time to discussions regarding the pro-
posed changes and send delegates to GA in 2010. Hopefully the 
short column this month will peak your interest in these signifi-
cant proposed changes. Please telephone or email me at 813-
931-9727 or jlund@uua.org if you wish to talk about them or 
anything else UU-oriented on your mind. I’m a good listener and 
usually know, or can find answers to your concerns. 

    -- Joan Lund, Trustee 

UUC Summer Office Hours Update  
 

July and August the front office will be closed on Mondays.   
Hours for Tuesday through Friday are 9 am to 12 noon.   

 
 
If you are interested in volunteering in the Front Office, please contact Barb Brandt, Office Committee Chair, (727) 733-7855, 
brandt1@tampabay.rr.com. 
 
Facilities Manager Janine Tompkins’ hours are 5:30 am - 7:30 am and again 1:00 pm until she is done; Saturday and Sunday for 
event setup per calendar.  Janine’s cell phone:  727-504-8716.  Email janinet@uuclearwater.org  
 
Office Administrator Yvonne Charneskey’s hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 am until 3:15 pm.  If you need to meet with 
her after 12 noon, please call for an appointment, (727) 531-7704 (before 12 noon) as she has UUC errands to run from time to time.  
Email: yvonnec@uuclearwater.org 
 
Bookkeeper Karen Roeder is in the office Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:00 am until 12 noon.  (727) 531-7704.  Email:  
bookkeeper@uuclearwater.org  
 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi – call the office for hours, (727) 531-7704. Email abhijp@gmail.com or abhij@uuclearwater.org 
 
Rev. Millie Rochester – see bottom page 3.  Email:  mrochestr@aol.com or millier@uuclearwater.org  

 

Security System Update 
The UUC security system is being upgraded.  Off-hours access will be affected.   

False alarms cost us money.  Details will be forthcoming from Bill Newton. 
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 Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am  
 
June 7    The Rev. Reveals Everything!   Rev. Abhi Janamanchi  
   (Well, Almost Everything)    
Rev. Abhi will respond to your questions, submitted in writing earlier in the week, about Unitarian Universalism, theology, history, 
polity, ministry, church life, social justice, or anything else within the bounds of reason and discretion. Here's your chance to find out 
everything you always wanted to know about Unitarian Universalism, but never got a chance to ask!  
 
June 14     What Is Religious Experience?      Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
        Worship Associate – Abhimanyu Janamanchi  
John Dewey said that there is no such thing as religion; there are only religions.  Religion is an abstraction from ‘religions.’  Under-
lying religions is a kind of experience and a capacity for experience that transcends differences, dogmas, creeds, and customs.  The 
service will investigate.   This is Split the Plate Sunday. 
 
June 21      The Many Ages of Fatherhood  Mr. Greg Byrd & others 
Fatherhood is a dynamic identity that develops over the lifetime and experiences of each father. Fathers and chil-
dren of differing ages will offer their reflections on the varied experiences of fatherhood, including new fatherhood, 
the father of a growing child, the father of the adult child and the father of the older adult. 
 
June 28    The Futility of Homophobia   Mr. Bob Schneiter     
This service provides a discussion on why homophobia from the religious right is failing to stop the advance of gay 
rights and how one can recognize personal homophobia.  Music will be performed by Bob Schneiter and Linda 
Jones.   

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am 
 
June 7  Bernie Herman  Humor is Serious Business 
  Bernie speaks frequently at the Gerontology Department, Dartmouth College. 
 
June 14 Debbie Langrock  Lewy Body Dementia 

Debbie discusses the second most common type of dementia and how it differs from Alzheimer's. You might 
learn more than your doctor knows. 

 
June 21 Frontline video snip of Bill Moyers interviewing Karen Armstrong, one of the world's  
  foremost students of religion. 
 
June 28 Clara Morabito  Mind-Body Association 
  Clara's history of miraculous healings supports the mind-body association. 

 
 —John Chase, summertime contact, (727) 787-3085 
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    June 2009  
           
      Sunday               Monday                   Tuesday          Wednesday         Thursday              Friday             Saturday 

 

31 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
12:15 PM - 1:00 
PM  Chat with Abhi or 
Millie - Guests & New-
comers (L) 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  Psi 
Symposium (P) 

1 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM  Covenant Groups 
Facilitators Meeting (L) 
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

2 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM  Lov-
ing Kindness Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  Social 
Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  True 
Dharma Buddhist Study 
(UUBF) Group (P) 

3 4 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Children's RE 
Committee (RE Li-
brary) 

5 
10:00 AM - 11:00 
AM  Staff Meeting 
(Abh's Office) 
1:00 PM - 2:15 
PM  Adult RE 
Committee Meet-
ing (W) 
7:00 PM  Zen 
Meditation (L) 

6 
9:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Social 
Justice Commit-
tee (W) 
11:00 AM -
 12:30 
PM  Memorial 
Service (O) 
4:00 PM - 6:00 
PM  Private 
Event 
(Courtyard, O) 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

7 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 

Special Congregational 
Meeting after Worship 
Service (O) 

8 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

9 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM  Lov-
ing Kindness Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Com-
mittee on Ministry (Millie's 
Office) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  Social 
Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  True 
Dharma Buddhist Study 
(UUBF) Group (P) 

10 
5:30 PM - 6:30 
PM  Finance Com-
mittee (W) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Executive 
Committee (W) 

11 12 
7:00 PM  Zen 
Meditation (L) 

13 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

14 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
12:30 PM - 1:00 
PM  Laughter Yoga (P) 

15 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

16 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM  Lov-
ing Kindness Meditation (O) 
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  Cove-
nant Group Meeting (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  Social 
Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  True 
Dharma Buddhist Study 
(UUBF) Group (P) 

17 
5:30 PM - 8:00 
PM  BARCC (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  UUC Board 
Meeting (P) 

18 
2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM  Private Event (L) 
7:30 PM - 9:00 
PM  CANCELLED 
FOR SUMMER: 
Women's Spiritual 
Drumming Group (L) 

19 
7:00 PM  Zen 
Meditation (L) 

20 
10:00 AM - 5:00 
PM  The New 
Dance Expres-
sion (P) 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

21 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
1:00 PM - 2:00 
PM  Monthly Toning 
Event (canceled)  

22 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

23 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM  Lov-
ing Kindness Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  Social 
Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  True 
Dharma Buddhist Study 
(UUBF) Group (P) 

24 25 
5:30 PM - 7:00 
PM  Picnic Philippe 
Park 

26 
5:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  Scions (S,P) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Men's Night 
Out (CL) 
7:00 PM  Zen 
Meditation (L) 

27 
8:00 AM - 7:00 
PM  SCIONS 
(S,P) 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

28 
9:30 AM - 10:30 
AM  Open Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  Psi 
Symposium (P) 

29 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

30 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM  Lov-
ing Kindness Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM  Social 
Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  True 
Dharma Buddhist Study 
(UUBF) Group (P) 

1 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Property Com-
mittee Meeting (P) 

2 3 
1:00 PM - 2:15 
PM  Adult RE 
Committee Meet-
ing (W) 
7:00 PM  Zen 
Meditation (L) 

4 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 
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Kalama Sutta 
  The Buddha’s Charter of Free Inquiry 

 
 

Do not simply believe what you hear just 
because you have heard it for a long time.  

 
Do not follow tradition blindly merely 
because it has been practiced in that way  
for many generations.  
 
Do not be quick to listen to rumors.  

 
Do not confirm anything just because it 
agrees with your scriptures.  

 
Do not foolishly make assumptions.  

 
Do not abruptly draw conclusions by what 
you see and hear.  

 
Do not be fooled by outward appearances.  

 
Do not hold on tightly to any view or idea 
just because you are comfortable with it.  

 
Do not accept as fact anything that you 
yourself find to be logical.  

 
Do not be convinced of anything out of 
respect and deference to your spiritual teacher.  

 
You should go beyond opinion and belief.  

 
You can rightly reject anything which when  
accepted, practiced and perfected leads to more 
aversion, more craving and more delusion.  
 
They are not beneficial and are to be avoided.  

 
Conversely, you can rightly accept anything 
which when accepted and practiced leads to  
unconditional love, contentment and wisdom.  

 
These things allow you time and space to  
develop a happy and peaceful mind.  

 
This should be your criteria on what is and  
what is not the truth; on what should be and  
what should not be spiritual practice.  

 
---A popular rendering of Anguttara Nikaya, Tika Nipata,                      
Mahavagga, Sutta No. 65 from Eastern Horizon, May-
Aug 2001 Issue No. 5 (Wesak) 
 
 

 UU Buddhist Fellowship  
 
 

We will continue our meetings in the Patio Room 
throughout June, Tuesdays at 7:00 pm   

 
This Buddhist study group led by long-time UUC member True 
Dharma Frank Tedesco, Ph.D. is covenant-like with 25 minutes 
silent sitting meditation, 15 minutes silent walking meditation, 
perusal of The Way of the Bodhisattva of Shantideva.  
 
We also show great new films on Buddhist philosophy, practices 
and cultures. There is wonderful sharing and planning for re-
treats, helping animals, hospital and hospice visits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of every person and 
animal, we encourage a free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning and the creation of “holy community” with peace, lib-
erty and justice for all in the interdependent web of all existence 
of which we are a part.  
 
Questions about us and our purpose? Don’t be shy! Reach out. 
One of us may be able to help. Call or write Frank at (727) 391-
1152; truedharma108@gmail.com 
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Events in June and Beyond 

Special Congregational Meeting, June 7 
The presence of UUC members is requested at a special congregational meeting to be held immediately following the Sunday service 
on June 7.  The purpose of this meeting is to vote on a proposed Interim Consulting Minister Contract for Reverend Bill Welch.  
UUC's Bylaws require congregational approval of this contract.  Additional information about Rev. Welch and the proposed agree-
ment will be sent to you prior to the meeting.  Please plan to attend this very important meeting. 
 

Love Yourself Through Dance, June 20  
Living in the New Reality with Paul Reinig.  www.NewEnergyDanceExpression.com. This seminar offers a new and fresh approach 
to life’s daily challenges.  It includes (1) How beliefs create our reality; (2) Having compassion for the human aspect; (3) Creatorship 
in the New Energy; and (4) Dance Expression. Location: Patio Room.  Time: 10:00 am – 5:00 pm.  Fee: $100.  For information call 
(727) 580-1351,    (Note:  This event is not sponsored by UUC.) 
 

UUA General Assembly, June 24-28  
It’s in Salt Lake City, Utah, this year.      
http://www.uuclearwater.org/uua_links.htm  
 

Philippe Park Picnic, June 25 
Bring a dish and join your UUC friends at Philippe Park 5:30-7:00 pm (enter park, turn right, park on left, and look for a familiar 
face at the picnic benches along the waterfront). FMI contact Marianne Davis, (727) 734-9136.  This event will be repeated July 23  
and August 27, the fourth Thursday of the month. 
 

St. Pete Pride 2009, June 27 
Join in the fun and support and affirm the lives of our GLBT brothers and sisters by participating in 
the St. Pete Pride Promenade (parade) on Saturday June 27.   See the Social Justice News article, 
page 4, for more details. 
 

 PSI Symposium, June 28 
Susan Golden will present “Thought Field Therapy and the Emotional Freedom Technique.”  (See http://www.emofree.com/splash/
video_popup.asp).  Patio Room at 12:30 pm.  For more information, contact Bobbie Watson, (813) 251-2991.  Join us for good con-
versation and coffee.  All are welcome. 
 

Tones for Living Class, July 19  [no class in June] 
Elle Speed, a Certified Sound and Music Therapist, continues this class from 1:00-2:00 pm in the Patio Room or Library as space 
permits.  A love offering of $5 will be shared with UUC.  All are welcome! (This class is sponsored by UUC’s PSI Symposium.) 
 

SUUSI, July 19-25    
SUUSI.org   Log-on to heaven!  Yes you can go this year!  The theme is “Rekindle the Flame Within.”   

 
Bridge Continues During Summer 
 
Duplicate Bridge:  Mondays, 9:30 am.  Held in the Patio 
Room.  Organized by Jane Torell, (727) 733-8977. 
 
Social Bridge:  Tuesdays, 7:00 - 9:30 pm.  Held in the 
Children’s Library.  Organized by Betty Upson-Schmitz,  
(727) 392-6390, beupschmitz@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 

 
 Summer Hiatus 
 
 Women’s Spiritual Drumming Circle 
 
 Readers Forum 

Members Art Show 
all summer long  
in the Octagon! 
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Here’s what we have in store:  
 
Children’s Program: Lesson’s From Dr. Seuss  
 
The second source of the Unitarian Universalist Principles and Purposes states: “Words and deeds of prophetic women and men 
which challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion and the transforming power of love.” We be-
lieve Theodore Geisel (a.k.a. Dr. Seuss), is indeed one prophetic voice calling us to live our lives respecting nature (as in the Lorax), 
using logic and reason (Oh, The Thinks You Can Think), and having compassion for our sisters and brothers (Horton Hears a Who, 
among oth- ers)…all important values for UUs.  

 
                      “You have brains in your head.   
                           You have feet in your shoes. 
              You can steer yourself any direction you choose.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not to mention, reading Dr. Seuss is FUN!   
This curriculum has lots of ideas and activities that will keep us busy and thinking this summer.  

 
 

 
 
Youth Program (6th grade and up): God on Film 
 
Over the years, Hollywood has portrayed God in a variety of different ways.  Some movies paint God in a posi-
tive light, while others portray him as distant or uncaring.  This summer our youth will view several different 
movies for their portrayal of God and the character’s relationship with God and Spiritually.  
 
 
How can you help?   

 
We need volunteers to read stories and help with arts and crafts. We also need assistants to help 
lead guided discussions about God on Film.  Sign up in the Social Hall. Snack donations are always 
welcomed.  Some suggestions are: pretzels, popcorn, crackers, fruit and 100% fruit juice.  
 
Come have fun with us!   Please contact Christine Pensa at christinepensa@att.net  
or 727-442-3028 for additional information.  

 
 
For Additional Information 
 

Please contact me, Christine Pensa, RE Assistant, at christinepensa@att.net or (727) 442-3028.  
 
 
 
 

RE is the place to be this summer!   
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Next Deadline June 21 
 

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to Octagram@uuclearwater.org.   
Deadline is midnight of the third Sunday of every month.  For July issue, deadline is June 21, 2009. 

Summer RE Volunteers Needed 
See bottom of page 10 for details. 
 

Weekly Bulletin Editor Needed 
Prepare the Weekly Bulletin on Microsoft Word for posting on the web and distribution to UUC mem-
bers.  This job may be done from your home.  Produced on Wednesdays, emailed to Yvonne for posting 
and broadcast emailing link on Thursdays.  Peggy Long and/or Yvonne Charneskey will provide train-
ing.  Backup editor for July and August is currently needed.   
 

Order of Service Editor Needed 
Prepare the Sunday Order of Service on Microsoft Word.  Part of this job may be done at home.  Roger Rochester is current Editor 
and is willing to train and teach the tips and tricks he has learned. The editor receives input from members via e-mail, and uses the 
monthly calendar for ongoing activities. The editor prints the copies at the church office on Fridays.  Backup editor also needed. 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Volunteers Urgently Needed 
Volunteers are urgently needed to sign up to host Sunday morning coffee hour.  It’s easy!  All supplies are provided, 
you just need to make the punch, fill the plates of veggies, dip, and cookies, clean up and put out the garbage.  Please 
call Susan Hegner at (727) 366-7267.   [Rumor has it that Susan refers to herself as the “scullery maid” since this 
job seems to fall on her when no one else volunteers (which happens too often!). Is that how we want to reward our 
past president?] 

 

Scheduling an Event or Committee Meeting? 
Use the Calendar Reservation Form that is located on the front page of the website at this location:  http://uuclearwater.org/
CalendarForm.php.  Filling out this form online facilitates your meeting request in several ways.  Janine Tompkins, Facilities Man-
ager, also receives a copy of your emailed form.  Janine is the person responsible for setting up your meeting room and coffee, etc.  It 
makes it easier and faster for her to help you get what you want by using the form.  There is a place at the bottom of the form for 
comments.  Feel free to add anything that will make it easier for us to meet your needs.  Any questions, contact Yvonne or Janine 
(see bottom of page 5).     
 

Partner Church Travels 
2009 travelers to Transylvania, Romania and UUC's Partner Church can find various tour options still available by going to 
www.uupcc.org and follow the travel links.  In addition to adult groups, there is an Annual UU Youth Trip (ages 15-19) leaving from 
Boston July 20.  Adult tours begin May 22 and the last one starts September 22.  The UU Partner Church Council also offers a Phil-
ippines Fall Pilgrimage (October 12 -26).  Several UUC'ers are already signed on to travel to Transylvania in 2009.  Join in now or 
begin planning for 2010.  FMI call Elly Kelly Baker (727) 848-7910. 
 

Need to Buy Books at Amazon.com?   
If so, please do so through the UUC website.  On the front page of www.uuclearwater.org, at the bottom right, 
there is an access to Amazon.com.  Use that access, and for any items you purchase, UUC gets 4 percent of 
your total purchase.  That’s a great fund raiser! 

Volunteer Opportunities, et al 
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2470 Nursery Road, Clearwater, FL  33764 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalists 
Of Clearwater and the Octagon Arts Center 

 
2470 Nursery Road Phone: (727) 531-7704 
Clearwater, FL  FAX:   (727) 531-4188 
33764   mail@uuclearwater.org 
 
Senior Minister  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
   (727) 723-7252 
Associate Minister  Rev. Millie Rochester 
   (727) 443-1353 
President  Sue Boone 
Office Administrator Yvonne Charneskey 
Bookkeeper  Karen Roeder  
Music Director  Frank Wells 
Pianist   Linda Jones 
Facilities Manager Janine Tompkins 
Octagram Editor  Nancy Warner 

DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A 
QUESTION RELATING TO  THE  

MINISTER OR MINISTRY? 
If so, please contact one of the Members of 
the Congregational Committee on Ministry: 

 Elly Kelly Baker   848-7910 
 Guy Chaney   536-8897  
 Fred  Seidl             331-7401 
 Hal Sparks   (813) 961-3898 

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to 
Octagram@uuclearwater.org.  Deadline is midnight 
of the third Sunday of every month.  For July issue, 
deadline is June 21, 2009. 

Sunday Worship Service  
information is on centerfold. 

 

Visit:  www.uuclearwater.org 


