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This year, together, we have achieved many good things: we hired a new music director and office adminis-
trator, welcomed an interim and intern minister, formed a children’s choir, hosted an interfaith conference, 
planned a congregational retreat, witnessed a dramatic increase in our children’s religious education pro-
gram, and substantially increased our contributions to the Sunday collection plate to support outside causes 
and charities. 
 
We have also been celebrating our successful stewardship during the current year with special worship ser-
vices on who we are, what we stand for, and who we aspire to be as a religious community.   These topics 
have been: 

  
1/24/10 Being Human Religiously, Rev. Abhi; 
   Theology of James Luther Adams    
1/31/10 Opening Doors, Stepping Through,   
   Rev. Kathy Schmitz; Radical hospitality 
2/7/10  Building a World We Dream About, Rev. Abhi 
  Multi-racial and Multi-cultural ministry 
2/14/10 Standing on the side of Love,  Rev. Abhi 
  Love is the spirit of the church (Bring-A-Friend Sunday) 
2/21/10 A Holy Curiosity,  Rev Abhi 
  To awaken, cherish and nurture the spiritual lives of our children 
2/28/10 The Joy of Mud, Rev. Abhi 
  Congregations are like gardens: lovely but muddy 
3/7/10  Stewardship Sunday,  Rev. Roberta Finkelstein & Rev. Abhi 
 
Along with meaningful and inspiring services we have had moving testimonials 
from some of our members sharing their love of UUC and the reasons for their 
active involvement.  We culminated with a great Carnival for all ages to cele-
brate us, a wonderful congregation that nurtures our spirit and helps us live lives 
of integrity, hope and joy. 

End of 2010 Stewardship Celebration 
Are We Ready for Next Year?                               Owen Thompson 

Continued on Page 10 
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We only need to talk to someone who has recently discovered us, Unitarian Universalism 
or our congregation or both, to remember how important it is to find a religious and spiri-
tual home. They talk of their feelings of isolation because of their religious beliefs and 
their hunger for a place where they could be themselves in the way they express their reli-
gious being. I imagine many of us have had a similar sense of feeling that we did not fit 
in, and yearned to find and connect with other people who shared our values about truth 
finding, justice, religious freedom, and compassion. While we noticed that many around 
us find they need the answers and assurances offered by other faith traditions, we realized 
we needed something different. We needed a place where it is okay to express our doubts 

and disbeliefs while at the same time exploring what we think is true. Perhaps we are someone who believes 
in God, to use traditional language, but not as God has been traditionally been portrayed. Maybe we do not 
believe in God, but wanted to explore and understand how to live an ethical and moral life. Then there are 
those who are not sure what they believe about what is ultimately true but are very sure about what is not 
true for them. We were amazed to find a place that welcomed such a variety of beliefs and thought that ask-
ing questions was perfectly normal. 

Eleven people who yearned to have a place where they could express and share their religious beliefs and 
values started the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater in 1951. Just like today, they understood how hard it 
was because so many others seemed very sure of what they believed while others didn’ t seem to yearn to un-
derstand why we are alive and what it means to be alive. They met in downtown Clearwater while they ex-
plored together their questions. They attracted new people seeking the same things they were and began to 
think about creating a new home for themselves, first securing our current property and then construction of 
a church building. It is amazing what can happen when we yearn and dream together. 

Now you are bursting with energy. A few weeks ago the sanctuary literally shook during an Interfaith Con-
cert where the stamping of feet to keep time with the drumming vibrated the Octagon. No fooling. Walk into 
the Social Hall after worship and you hear the buzz of happy, passionate people. The sense of love and car-
ing for each other is palpable. Your Religious Education Program is literally bursting. We have moved our 
3rd to 5th grade class into the Patio Room to give the increased number of children more space and the staff 
and RE Committee are trying to figure out how to meet the space needs of the Kindergarten to 2nd Grade 
class that recently had 17 children in attendance. 

Those dreams of UUC’s founders were consequential: They built something meaningful and important. To 
do this they invested their treasure, their money. For some, their contributions represented a financial sacri-
fice. They did this for you. They and their successors raised large amounts of money to build our two major 
buildings and every year the same lovers of UUC pledged during their Stewardship Campaigns to fund the 
yearly budget that pays for the ministry and programs you continue to appreciate and benefit from. It is this 
money that pays the utilities, salaries, and the ongoing maintenance to mention just some of yearly expendi-
tures required to meet your needs. The people that call UUC their home are the source of the funds UUC 
needs on an annual basis. No outside entity like the Unitarian Universalist Association gives us money, and 
while our forthcoming Auction and rentals do provide some income, your pledge of a portion of your treas-
ure is the way the congregation enables its ministry to continue now and into the future. As we end the An-
nual Stewardship Celebration for the current program year, and begin our pledge renewal for the 2010-2011 
program year, I hope you will think about the dreams and sacrifices of those that have come before you and 
if necessary stretch some as you carry on the work and commitment of the many people who have made this 
your religious home. 

Sustaining the Dream                                Rev. Bill Welch 
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sciousness, an entrée into the realm of freedom 
and bliss. Sadhguru Vasudev is a spiritual master 
with a difference. An arresting blend of profundity 
and pragmatism, his life and work serve as a re-
minder that inner sciences are not an esoteric disci-
pline from an outdated past, but a contemporary 
science, vitally relevant to our times. Probing, pas-
sionate, and provocative, deeply insightful, devas-
tatingly logical, and unfailingly witty, Sadhguru©s 
talks have earned him the reputation of a speaker 
and opinion-maker of international renown. For 
more information, please contact: Rev. Abhi 
Janamanchi, 727-531-7704 

As one might assume, music plays a very important part in the worship experience.  In 
addition to being an integration and an extension of the spoken word of say, the sermon, 
music has an ability to transport us to a higher place of spiritual respite and calm. 

On March 21st, Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater will present a worship service on 
the music of 20th century French composer, Francis Poulenc.  Poulenc knew the impor-
tance of having a faith life.  As a devout Roman Catholic, much of Poulenc’s artistic and 
personal efforts were devoted to a life of celebrating the spirit.  The program on March 
21st will center around a few of Poulenc’s solo sonatas which he wrote for his beloved woodwind instru-
ments.  Poulenc’s other focus of compositional merit was with the voice, both in choral and solo form.  Both 
vocal forms will be prominently displayed as part of this program.  Finally, Poulenc’s more playful side will 
be featured in his composition for narrator and piano on the history of Babar the elephant.    I hope you will 
be able to join us for our wonderful family friendly worship service on March 21st featuring the delightfully 
diverse music of Francis Poulenc. 

March will also bring with it another stunning Sunday afternoon concert at the Octagon Arts Center.  Mark 
your calendars for March 28th at 2 p.m. and be sure to attend a cello concert by UU of Clearwater friend 
Marcella Ramsey .  Marcella, who will be accompanied by our own wonderfully talented staff pianist Linda 
Jones, will play works by Frescobaldi, Bach, Faure and Brahms.  You may remember that at our special holi-
day music worship service on December 13th, Marcella performed a few movements from the Bach unaccom-
panied cello suite #1.  In addition to reprising these movements for her March 28th recital, Marcella will also 
present some wonderful jewels from the cello repertoire. 

Finally, did you know our Sunday morning practice schedule for adult and children’s choir will be changing 
in March?  Adults will practice from 9:00-9:45 a.m.  Childcare will be provided during that time.  Addition-
ally, the time between the end of practice and the beginning of worship can be used as a time for socializing 
and relaxing with the other members of the chorale and congregation. Children’s choir  will practice from 
9:45-10:15 a.m.  This will allow our children to get a little more necessary rest on Sunday morning before 
coming to church.  The later time also presents a more seamless transition from children’s choir practice to 
the start of worship.  I am hopeful that this time change might encourage more members of the congregation 
and their children to join both adult and children’s choir.  If you or your children are interested in joining 
choir, please e-mail me at katzmusicstudio@aol.com.               Shalom and Blessed Be, Dr . David Katz 

Music Contribution                                     Dr. David Katz 

Mystic Wisdom Program 
Tuesday, March 9, 7 PM, Patio Room 
There will be a viewing of the film Mystic Wisdom, 
followed by a discussion. The program will be facili-
tated by Cheryl Simone, author of Midnights with the 
Mystic: A Series of Conversations With a Wise Guru. 
In Midnights with the Mystic, Cheryl Simone relates 
her personal experience of learning at the feet of 
Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev, India©s most sought-after 
mystic. As we share in her profound experiences, we 
are challenged to embrace the possibility that to each of 
us is available a higher realm of reality, a peak of con-
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The next Social Justice Council meeting is Sat-
urday, March 6th at 9:30 a.m. in the Westwood 
Room.  All are welcome. 

Social Justice News             

 

Economic Justice Team – Linda Stoller  

Farm worker  suppor t  

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) won a vic-
tory when the Florida Tomato Growers Exchange 
(FTGE) announced that it would reverse its opposition 
to having grower members distribute extra wages to 
farm workers that have been contributed by several fast 
food companies and grocers. This is great news! How-
ever, the social responsibility program announced by 
the FTGE does not include a key element of the CIW’s 
plan-worker participation.  No plan will be successful 
without the farm workers have the ability to raise their 
concerns about conditions in the fields without fear of 
retaliation.  

Meanwhile Publix has not changed their position on 
their participation in the CIW Fair food Campaign. De-
spite recent editorials in area newspapers including the 
St. Petersburg Times, Publix refuses to pay a penny a 
pound for tomatoes that would go directly to increase 
wages of the farm workers. On April 16 the CIW and 
their supporters will begin a three day march from 
Tampa to Lakeland to once again ask Publix to support 
the Fair food Campaign. UUC members will be partici-
pating. More details will be announced in the coming 
weeks.  

The CIW has announced a Campaign for Fair Food 
Drawing Contest for children preschool to high school. 

Undie Sunday  

On March 21st we will have our annual “Undie Sun-
day" collection.  Everyone is asked to bring new un-
derwear and socks which will be donated to the home-
less men and women in our community. We will be 
working with the Homeless Emergency Project or 
HEP, a local non profit agency to get these badly 
needed items distributed to these men and women. 
The number of homeless continue to grow please be 
generous. 

Fair  Trade Products —  Date Change  

Fair trade coffee, Tea and chocolate will be on sale 
on the third Sunday March 21st instead of the sec-
ond Sunday. Please support this very important So-
cial justice program. Besides supporting small 
farmers all over the world, a portion of the money 
raised goes to the UUSC and the UUC.  

The Board and the Green Team have continued to 
discuss the Green Sanctuary process. This is a UUA 
program by which congregations may attain status 
as a Green Sanctuary for doing a number of envi-
ronmental projects. The Board will be voting to of-
ficially support applying to go through this process. 
This will be brought to the Annual Meeting in May 
for congregational approval. Meanwhile, we have 
started surveying various people to determine how 
environmentally conscious we already are and 
where we need to demonstrate improvement in 
policies and procedures at UUC. We also plan to 
have some of the older children 

(Green Teens) participate in surveying their fami-
lies’  environmentally friendly practices. We have 
one ten-year-old member of the Green Team: Jacob 
Alderman, who is very much interested in this pro-
ject, and in recruiting his friends.  (Thanks, Jacob!) 

The Solar Power proposal has been put on hold, as 
Florida law allows only power companies to enter 
into power purchase agreements. We will be start-
ing the Earth Cinema Circle, most likely on March 
7th after the service. An environmental film will be 
shown and a whole foods lunch served. Participa-
tion will be limited to twenty people due to licens-
ing agreements with the film distributor. Read the 
weekly news for further information as it becomes 
available. A tour of First Fruits hydroponic farm in 
St Petersburg is also in the planning stages. We are 
looking forward to the Green Fest Auction in April 
and the celebration of Earth Day.  

Environmental Justice Team                         
Dotti “ Green Jeans”  Doyle  
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Split the Plate  

A whopping $879.00 was collected last month for Pi-
nellas Hope, the emergency temporary shelter estab-
lished to serve street homeless in our area.  Thank you 
all, this donation will go a long way toward helping 
those less fortunate.  On March 21st the Split the Plate 
recipient will be the Unitarian Universalist Legislative 
Ministry Florida.  The UULMF is a justice ministry 
that empowers the moral voice of Unitarian Universal-
ist values in the public arena throughout Florida.  The 
ministry educates, organizes and advocates for public 
policies that uphold our seven principles.  Presently 
they are organizing for Homelessness Impact Lobby 
day on April 7th to support the legislative agenda of 
the Florida Coalition for the Homeless.  The shared 
goal is to have a Lobby Day that has a direct, positive 
impact on Florida’s homeless population.  Please share 
the goal and give generously. 

The Khasi Hills Project   

Because we have collected only 65% of our goal, it 
has been decided to continue accepting donations and 
sponsorships.  The donations already received will be 
sent to India by the end of February with the hope 
that we will be able to send the balance of the budget 
request within the next few months.  If you have not 
renewed your sponsorship or donated during this 
campaign, please consider doing so.  You may send 
your check to UUC with Khasi Hills in the memo and 
notated on the envelope or leave it at the Social Jus-
tice table.  For information contact Marlene Calder-
one at 727-669-9517 or email to mcal-
dero@tampabay.rr.com.  We thank all of you who 
have supported the children and school for the past 
six years.  The teachers and children of the Margaret 
Barr Memorial School in the Khasi Hills of India are 
very grateful.  

Social Justice Council Chair – Marlene Calderone 

Social Justice News             

Traveling Farm Worker  Slavery Museum coming to UUC in March  

Your Social Justice Council, in their continued support of the CIW, is 
proud to announce the arrival of The Florida Modern-Day Slavery Mu-
seum.  The Traveling Farm Worker Slavery Museum is a mobile educa-
tional vehicle in the form of a replica of the truck in which farm workers 
were locked in the latest slavery case here in Florida.  The truck 
is accompanied by numerous educational displays on the history of 
forced labor in Florida.  The museum’s central focus is the phenomenon 
of modern-day slavery – its roots, the reasons it continues today, and 
possible solutions.  The exhibits have been developed in consultation 
with workers who have escaped from forced labor operations as well as 
leading academic authorities on slavery and labor history in Florida.   

“The Florida Modern Slavery Museum is an important and innovative traveling exhibit that reminds us that co-
erced labor and agricultural slavery are not just problematic parts of Florida’s history but are very real and dis-
turbing contemporize issues.  The Coalition of Immokalee Workers ‘Fair Food Campaigns’  and many other ef-
forts to ensure fair wages and working conditions for farm workers deserve our attention and support”  states 
Vivien Miller, University of Nottingham.  

Visit http://www.ciw-online.org/freedom_march/museum.html for more details.  The Museum will be set up in 
the UUC parking lot with a tentative date of March 27th.    Watch for further announcements in the Order of Ser-
vice and the Weekly News. 
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March 7   Saving Our L ives                                              Revs. Roberta Finkelstein & Abhi Janamanchi   

Appreciate Inquiry is a way of looking at our institutions and asking, "What works well? What could we 
do more of? And what provocative propositions could we propose based on our answers?" The service is 
based on the provocative proposition that the purpose of our religious community is to save lives - ours 
and others. As we begin our Stewardship Campaign, nothing is more important than to appreciate the life-
saving capacity of our beloved community.   

Rev. Roberta Finkelstein is a life-long Unitarian Universalist. She grew up in the Community Church of 
New York where she learned the spirituality of social justice. In her first career as a nurse and nurse-
midwife she worked with at-risk women and families in inner-city Washington, DC. Since graduating 
from seminary 18 years ago she has served UU congregations in Virginia, Maryland, New Hampshire, 
and Florida. She is currently the interim minister in Orlando.  

March 14   Growing A Soul                                           Abhi Janamanchi / Worship Leader – Dotti Doyle  

I have heard people say that they are spiritual, but not religious, that they consider themselves to be spiri-
tual seekers but  do not adhere to any traditional religious faith or belief system. What does it mean to be 
spiritual or religious in a UU context.  The service will investigate.  We will share joys and sorrows dur-
ing the service.  

March 21 From The Sacred To the Profound  

David Katz, Linda Jones, UUC Chorale, & Others / Worship Leader – Abhi Janamanchi  

Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) is representative of some of the finest writing among French composers of 
the twentieth century.  An openly gay Roman Catholic composer, his works represent the variety and di-
chotomy of these two seemingly incompatible worlds.  Poulenc was greatly affected and personally in-
volved in both the artistic movements around him as well as the political strife which centered around his 
beloved Paris between and during the two World Wars.  The service will celebrate his music and explore 
the role of music in worship.  

Participants – Linda Jones, piano, Debbie Langrock & Pat McGiverin, flute, Ron Bowers, oboe                  
                David Katz, baritone, Cathy Costa, and UUC Chorale.  

March 28  Jesus: The First Unitar ian                      Rev. Dr. Robert Tucker / Worship Leader – Dotti 
Doyle  

Rev. Dr. Robert Tucker received M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Theology from the University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. Dr. Tucker©s career has combined teaching and ministry. He taught Religion, Philoso-
phy, Ethics and Logic at Yankton College, South Dakota and at Florida Southern College (Lakeland, Flor-
ida). He has served congregations in Texas, Illinois, South Dakota, Nebraska, Virginia, and Florida.  From 
1995 through 2008, Dr. Tucker served as the Minister of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake-
land, Florida.  Now retired, he is Minister Emeritus of that Congregation.  

Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am 



7 

    March  2010  
           � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �

� � �
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7 pm Intro to 
Meditation (Zen 
Center) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 

�
�

� �
9 am Br. Co-Op (RE 
Classrooms) 
11 am Membership 
Meeting (W) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do  
7 pm Social Bridge 
7:30 pm Zebras Re-
hearsal (O) 

� �
10 am Staff Mtg.
(Abhi’s Office) 
7 pm Intro to Medi-
tation (Zen Center) 
7 pm Property 
Comm. Mtg. (P) 

� �
1 pm Hospice (P) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do  
7 pm Children’s RE 
Comm. (CL) 
7 pm Money Mat-
ters  Series (P) 
7 pm Women’s 
Night Out  
7:30 pm Zebras 
Rehearsal (O) 

� �
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
7 pm Zen Medita-
tion (L) 

� �
9:30 am              
Social Justice 
Comm. (W) 
8 pm AA (P) 

� �
Stewardship  
9 am Chld.’s Choir  
9:30 am Open Issues  
10:30 am Chlds. RE  
10:30 am Worship  
12:30 pm Chat with 
Ministers (L) 
2 pm Zebras Reh.  
4 pm Rissho Kosei-
kai Service 

	 �
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7 pm Covenant 
Groups Facilitators 
Meeting (L) 
7 pm Intro to 
Meditation (Zen 
Center) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 


 �
9 am Br. Co-Op (RE 
Classrooms) 
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Med. (O) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do  
7 pm Intro to Mystic 
Eye Program 
7 pm Social Bridge 
7:30 pm Zebras Re-
hearsal (O) 

� � �
10:30 am Adult RE 
Meeting (W) 
12 pm Lunch with 
the Ministers (W) 
5:30 pm Finance 
Comm. Mtg. (W) 
7 pm Chorale (C) 
7 pm Ex Comm(W) 
7 pm Intro to Zen 
Med (Zen Center) 

� � �
1 pm Hospice (P) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do 
Training (S) 
7:30 pm Zebras 
Rehearsals (O)  

� � �
RETREAT 
All Church Re-
treat @ Cedarkirk 
Camp, Lithia, 
Florida 
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
7 pm Zen Medita-
tion (L) 

� � �
RETREAT 
All Church Re-
treat @ Ce-
darkirk Camp, 
Lithia, Florida 
8 pm AA (P) 

� �  
RETREAT 
9:30 am Open Issues  
10:30 am Chlds. RE  
10:30 am Worship  
12:30 pm Chat with 
Ministers (L) 
2 pm Zebras Reh.  
4 pm Rissho Kosei-
kai Service 

� � �
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7 pm Intro to 
Meditation (Zen 
Center) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 
7:30 pm Zebras 
Rehearsal 

� � �
9 am Br. Co-Op (RE 
Classrooms) 
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Med. (O) 
1 pm Cvnt. Mtg. (L) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do  
6 pm Zebras Re-
hearsal (O) 
7 pm Social Bridge 

� � �
ST. PAT’S DAY 
6 pm Zebras Re-
hearsal (O) 
7 pm Chorale Prac-
tice (C) 
7 pm Intro to Medi-
tation (Zen Center) 
7 pm UUC Board 
Meeting (P) 

� 	 �
2 pm Private Evt.(L) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do 
Training (S) 
6 pm Zebras Re-
hearsal (O) 
7:30 pm Rudolf 
Steiner Class (P) 
8 pm Zebras Dress 
Rehearsal (O) 

� 
 �
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
7 pm Zen Medita-
tion (L) 
8 pm “Zebras”  
Performance 
(O,C) 

� � �
1st Day of 
Spr ing 
9:30 am Green 
Team Meeting 
(P) 
8 pm AA (P) 
8 pm “Zebras”  
Performance 

� � �
9 am Chld.’s Choir  
9:30 am Open Issues  
10:30 am Chlds. RE  
10:30 am Worship  
12 pm Zebras Setup 
12 pm Lunch/W&M 
12:30 pm Chat with 
Ministers (L)  

* SEE NOTE 

� � �
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7 pm Intro to 
Meditation (Zen 
Center) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 

� � �
9 am Br. Co-Op (RE 
Classrooms) 
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Med. (O) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do 
Training (S)  
7 pm Comm on Min-
istry (Ahbi’s Office) 
7 pm Social Bridge
(C)  

� � �
7 pm Chorale Prac-
tice (C) 
7 pm Intro to Medi-
tation (Zen Center) 

� � �
10 am Book Sale 
Committee (E) 
4 pm Tae Kwon Do 
Training (S) 

� � �
10 am Readers 
Forum (C) 
7 pm Men’s Night 
Out (CL) 
7 pm Zen Medita-
tion (L) 

�

� � �
8 pm AA (P) 

� 	 �
9 am Chld.’s Choir  
9:30 am Open Issues  
10:30 am Chlds. RE  
10:30 am Worship  
12:30 pm Chat with 
Ministers (L) 

** SEE NOTE 
 

� 
 �
9:30 am Duplicate 
Bridge (P) 
7 pm Intro to 
Meditation (Zen 
Center) 
7:30 pm AA (P) 

�

� � �
9 am Br. Co-Op (RE 
Classrooms) 
12 pm Loving Kind-
ness Med. (O) 
7 pm Social Bridge
(C) 

�

� � �
7 pm Chorale Prac-
tice (C) 
7 pm Intro to Medi-
tation (Zen Center) 
 

�
�

�  �*  Sunday, March 21st: 
12:30 pm Foundation Comm. Mtg. (P) 
2 pm French Alliance 
2 pm Performance of “Zebras”  (O) 
4 pm Rissho Kosei-kai Service (P) 
 
* *  Sunday, March 28th: 
12:30 pm Music Committee Meeting (W) 
12:30 pm Psi Symposium (P) 
1 pm Set up for Cello Recital (O) 
2 pm Marcella Ramsey’s Cello Recital (O) 
3 pm Reception to follow recital (W,C) 
4 pm Rissho Kosei-kai Service 
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March 7th:  The Panama Museum founder will tell how the museum educates the public about the Panama 
Canal©s colorful history. Located on 113th Street, in Seminole, the Panama Museum offers training to volun-
teers and interns wishing to offer educational programs in their community, at schools, or at the museum. Go 
to http://panamacanalmuseum.org/ for more information. 
 
March 14th:  The Stanley Foundation’s 2008 DVD, "Rising Powers: The New Global Reality", explores the 
rise of three countries and encourages discussion of their challenge to the global order and the major issues 
that cut across national boundaries. How all of this will impact American lives? This segment about China is 
22 minutes long. There will be a discussion afterwards. Http://risingpowers.stanleyfoundation.org/ 
 
March 21st: Lynne Atherton. "How the recession has affected Heifer International", a non-profit organization 
whose goal is to help end world hunger and poverty through self-reliance and sustainability. Lynne has been a 
Heifer volunteer for many years.  http://www.heifer.org/ 
 
March 28th:  Bob Siblerud. "The Unknown Life of Jesus". It is supported by evidence most people don©t 
know. The Da Vinci Code was based on some of it. One of Mr. Siblerud’s books is The Unknown Life of Je-
sus: Correcting the Church Myth. Go to www.amazon.com to see his other books. 

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am 

It’s auction season again!  This year’s theme is Green Fest 2010. 
We’ ll be celebrating our commitment to sustainability and the inter-
connected web of life, with rambunctious bidding, fabulous food, 
and a concert by Amy Carol Webb.  
 
We need your help! 
 
Of course our biggest fundraising event of the year cannot be suc-
cessful without the support -- in treasure, talent and time – of the 
many members of our beloved UUC community. 
 
Please volunteer – we still have many jobs to be done, some big, 
some small, but all are important.  Also we need you to donate new 
or used items of value. Next we want you help us find sponsors and 
advertisers, especially if you have a business or can help reach out to 
businesses and organizations. 

 
To volunteer, call Bill Dishongh at (727) 415-7676, or complete the online form located at uuclearwater.org/
mail_BillDishongh.php.  To donate auction items, call Del Scott at (727) 710-5007 or complete the online 
form, uuclearwater.org/mail_DelScott.php.  For sponsorships and advertising, call Scott Milinder at          
(727) 421-2818 or complete the online form at uuclearwater.org/mail_ScottMilinder.php. Visit                                    
the auction page at www.uuclearwater.org/auction.htm to find out more about Green Fest 2010.  
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Green Fest 2010                            Scott Milinder 
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The UUC Board has selected Joanne Osburn as our Above & Beyond 
honoree for March.  Joanne is a stand out volunteer in many ways 
around UUC.  Most recently she worked diligently on the IARF con-
ference.  She is again working on the biggest fundraiser of the year, 
our annual auction.  You may recall that she co-chaired last year©s auc-
tion.  She is also working on other Ways & Means projects.  Joanne is 
a wonderful person to work with in whatever she does and the Board 
is very pleased to recognize her in this way.  Many thanks to you, 
Joanne, for all you do to make UUC so special for all of us. 

During a meeting of Covenant Group (CG) leaders in January, Sage Chaney spoke of the service element 
that has become so important to her Covenant Group and I thought other Covenant Groups or people in-
terested in being in a CG may take inspiration from what they are doing. Here is what Sage wrote of her 
experience.— Bill Welch 

Inspiring Covenant Group             

Our Covenant Group                  Sage Chaney 
    Covenant Central 

UUC Covenant Groups are dynamic, small gatherings 
of folks who get together once  a month for two hours 
to share what is going on in their lives and to discuss a 
specific topic. In January the subject was Forgiveness; 
in February it is Being Alive.  
 
Our group likes food. :) We all bring finger food or 
soup to our meetings. Each member says a few unin-
terrupted words about himself or herself. We dine 
while chatting about our check ins, then we address 
the topic for the month. 
 
When Covenant Group members say “How are you?”  
to each other they actually want to know! In time 
members become friends on an unique level and each 
“minister”  to the other as needed, as she or he is able. 
 
An annual group project bonds us together. For exam-
ple, Covenant Central members chose to work a morn-
ing shift at the “RCS Food Pantry”  in Clearwater, 
placing pathetically small amounts of food in boxes 

Above and Beyond Award for March 

for recipients, or entering data in computers in the 
office. We then go to lunch together (I always feel 
humble, blessed, and guilty-ish that I can order 
what I want). 
 
To me, the most fun thing Covenant Central does is 
to collect $250 each year for “Smile Train,”  that is 
all it takes to perform cleft palate surgery on a 
child, to change his or her life every single day for 
the rest of it! A grant covers administrative and ad-
vertising costs: every dollar we donate goes for sur-
gery. There is usually a matching grant sometime in 
January or February; this year it is triple. Hurray! 
Our $250 will become $750, and will, for life, im-
pact three children.  
 
Covenant Contact: Tiffany Boggs 727-457-2843 
RCS Food Pantry:  727-443-4031 
Smile Train:            1-800-932-9541 
                                Www.SmileTrain.org 
 

Joanne Osburn 
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To help you, the congregation, make the link be-
tween and UUC Our beloved religious community 
and “ the money” , the Stewardship team published 
articles on Financial Stewardship (January 2010) 
explaining where the money comes from and where 
it goes, and Stewardship Through Pledging 
(February 2010) that discusses generous and fair 
share giving.  The fiscal Year (FY) 09-10 income 
and expenses are summarized on the following pie 
charts.  The Budget chart shows that an average 
pledge of $970 was needed to reach $290,000.  The 
average will be about $1,060 to reach $310,000 for 
next year. 

At the Town Hall meeting in February we heard about the Exciting Opportunities for  Next Year  to sus-
tain and strengthen our UUC community. Our ambitious goals for the coming year include: expanding reli-
gious education for children, youth and adults, creating a lay chaplaincy program, doing the work of being 
a more multicultural community, increasing service and social justice opportunities, and continuing to nur-
ture and develop our staff. 
 
But, of course, much depends on the results of the pledge renewal.  The leadership has set the following 
goals for next year: 
 

¨  Sustain Existing Program Elements 
¨  Balanced Budget 
¨  Funding of reserves 
¨  Salary Increases for staff 
¨  Pledge Revenue - $320,000 (a 10% increase) 

Are We Ready For Next  Year? 
 
We have a plan of exciting opportunities laid out for next year, and a congregation that is ready, willing, 
and able to make a difference.  All that needs to be done is for everyone to complete their pledge renewal 
for next year so we can prepare our new budget.  At Open Issues in February we discussed the pledging 
characteristics of our UUC congregation and presented a graph of last year’s pledges that is instructive and 
repeated here.     
 
The curve shows the pledge amount of each individual (pledges by couples are divided equally between the 
individuals).  At the right-hand side of the graph we see the curve rising steeply.  This shows the large 
amount pledged by a few. In fact, 15% of that group (about 37 individuals and couples) provide 50% of the 
pledge income.  Their financial generosity is greatly appreciated. But it also makes our funding fragile be-
cause a small reduction by a few in this group will have a big impact on the overall pledge income. 

Are We Ready? Pledge 
Renewals Start in March 

From Page 1 
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We know that everyone is not in a position to be so generous. Some have little or no discretionary income 
and still pledge.  For you, your pledge is a sacrifice and you deserve and have our gratitude and thanks for 
truly stretching your resources to support UUC. 
 
As incomes increase, there is more discretionary income. To those who are blessed with more discretionary 
income as represented in the middle part of the curve we ask that you reflect on how you allocate those re-
sources and consider increasing your pledge.  And, whatever you pledge, know that it is greatly appreci-
ated. 

Together, we value UUC as a place that nurtures spiritual exploration and growth and encourages commu-
nity social justice work. We are an inclusive network of fellowship, friendship, and support in times of joy 
and need. In this spirit, as you prepare your pledge we ask you to consider: 
 - how UUC supports you on your spiritual journey 
 - the joy and fulfillment from being a part of UUC 
 - the loving and learning community we have for our children and youth 
 - the welcoming and loving religious place we have for those yet to find us 
 - picking up some of the slack for those who have lost income 
 - how do you rank with peers – the UUA Fair Share guide is a good tool 
The bottom line is Do you feel generous when you fill in you pledge form? We want that for everyone. 

The Pledge Renewals will start on Sunday March 7 and end on Sunday March 28.  Please complete the pa-
perwork promptly and generously.  You don’ t have to be a member to pledge and part-timers are encour-
aged to share not only their time and talents with us but also, proportionally, their financial support.  And, 
remember, the Stewardship team only records your pledge and reports on the process.  It is you, the loving 
members of the congregation who by your generosity assure that UUC continues to provide what is pre-
cious to you and to determine our path forward. 
 
Are we Ready? You, the congregation, will answer that over the next few weeks. 
Owen Thompson 
Stewardship Co-Chair 
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Stewardship i s 
about more than 
money. Steward-
ship is taking care 
of something im-
portant to help it to 
grow.  The religious 
education of our 
children and youth 

is a very important part of UUC.  In addition to your 
annual pledge, there are many ways to help support 
our RE program.  

Over the past 5 years, the RE program has relied 
heavily on the same group of volunteers to teach our 
children.  These men and women have been instru-
mental to the RE program and I honestly don’ t know 
what we would have done without them.  However, 
it’s time to introduce some new blood into the RE 
program.  We need volunteers to help teach our chil-
dren and youth.    

If teaching isn’ t your style we can always use class-
room assistants and nursery volunteers.  Assistants 
serve as an extra set of hands to the lead teacher.  Our 

Stewardship and  Religious Education   
          Christine Pensa 
          RE Program Assistant

Psychologist Dr. Charles Wheaton (yes, the guy you see playing the piano at the pancake breakfast) will use Dr. 
Daniel Schacter©s highly acclaimed book, The Seven Sins of Memory, to help you understand what we think we 
know about how our memories do and don©t work. Learn more about what to expect yours to do, and maybe 
even develop kinder, gentler expectations. You can buy the book on Amazon.com through the UUC website for 
as little as $6.95 new, $4.20 used, plus shipping, and help us out while you©re doing it. If you©d like to come, 
please read the Introduction and the first chapter before you come to the first class. 
  
Classes are in the Maxwell library at 1 PM on the following Sundays: March 21, April 18, May 16, and June 6. 

The Seven Sins of Memory: How the 
Mind Forgets and Remembers 

nursery volunteers care for infants and toddlers up to 
age three.    

Another way to help is to offer to staff the RE sign-
in table before service (10:15-10:30) or to help keep 
the peace on the playground (12-12:30). Not only 
does this give you the opportunity to meet the chil-
dren of our congregation, but still allows you to at-
tend the worship service.  

Finally, we also need volunteers to help organize 
classrooms, bookshelves and craft supplies.  Having 
an organized space allows the RE program to be 
more effective and welcoming to those around us, 
including new families. Organizing can be done at 
any time and is a great way to help keep UUC beau-
tiful.  

In conclusion, being stewards to our RE program 
will only help promote the growth of the congrega-
tion as a whole.  So when you are making your an-
nual pledge, please don’ t forget about the Religious 
Education Program. Thank you.  
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At the Town Hall Meeting held Sunday, February 21, the Primary Objectives for 2010/2011 and the ma-
jor budgeting challenges for the year were shared with those attending.  Unfortunately some of our 
wishes for the church will be tempered by our financial reality.  

Last June the congregation approved the hiring of The Rev. Bill Welch to support our Senior Minister, 
Abhi, in his ministerial duties, to continue building the strength of the Religious Education program, and 
to help us define a plan that addressed our immediate and long term ministry needs. A one-year contract 
was negotiated.  This two-minister model was funded at the expense of other needs of our church. 

During the year Rev. Bill has made major contributions in many areas of our church life:   Children’s Re-
ligious Education, Pastoral Care, Membership development and the all-church retreat. Rev. Bill also 
played a key role in assisting a Task Force assigned to define a model for our ministry. 

Last month the Board concluded that Rev. Bill’ s one year agreement could not be renewed for another 
year. Three primary reasons led to this decision.    First, since the pledge drive has not yet concluded, we 
do not know if funding will be available to honor Rev. Bill’s contract for another year.   Secondly, the 
long-term role of a second minister will not be clear until the Long Range Plan is approved by the con-
gregation.   Thirdly, the time line to renew the agreement would drag out until the Annual Meeting in 
May. Therefore, in fairness to Bill, the Board wanted to give him ample time to secure another position. 

Upon the conclusion of our stewardship campaign the Board will allocate our financial resources to pro-
vide the best programming and services possible.  Terry Stapleton, President-Elect, emphasized the im-
portance of members letting the Board know their wishes for the next year.  Your input will be incorpo-
rated into the Board’s plans which will be presented at town hall meetings in the spring. 

Sue Boone 

Below are the e-mail addresses of the Board members: 

Report from Town Hall Meeting  

OFFICERS: 
 
President:   
 Sue Boone  suebooneuu@juno.com 
President Elect:   
 Terry Stapleton  tstap41@msn.com 
Secretary:   
 Dotti Doyle  ddoyle1962@tampabay.rr.com 
Treasurer:   
 Bill Norsworthy  bnorsworthy@verizon.net 
Past President:   
 Susan Hegner  shegner@tampabay.rr.com 

TRUSTEES: 
 
Cassandra Alderman  Cassandra@artcontempo.com 
Carl Krave  ckrave@hotmail.com 
Joe Myers  hjmyers@alum.mit.edu 
Sylvia Scott  sscott6@tampaby.rr.com 
Joanne Shrewsbury  joshrew@verizon.net 
Jefferson Taylor  JTay262@aol.com 
Nancy Warner  warner0806@aol.com 
Tricia Weimer  kgbhomebb@yahoo.com 
Lynette Wood lynettewoodct@aol.com 
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“ Zebras”  Per formances in March 
 

The play “Zebras,”  the Jeffer-
son Legacy, will be performed 
in the UUC Octagon Arts 
Center on Friday and Satur-
day, March 19th and 20th, at 
8 pm and on Sunday, March 
21st at 2 pm. 
 

“Zebras”  was written by local playwright Richard J. 
Budin. This production is directed by Scottie Mi-
chael. This powerful play focuses on the affair be-
tween Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings, his 
black slave, as seen through the eyes of two, 20th 
century descendants. For further information contact 
Gayle DeCoste, the play’s producer, at (727) 482-
9967. 

Nature, Figure, Narrative 
 
The Nature, Figure, Narrative Art Show at the 
UUC Octagon Arts Center explores these central 
themes in drawing, painting, and collage media by 
Joseph Weinzettle. Joseph interprets contemporary 
subjects with traditional techniques of silver point, 
natural red chalk, and oil paintings on hand-mixed 
gesso grounds. Included are plein air studies from 
Florida, West Africa, and Haiti. The show is free 
and runs through Wednesday, April 7th, 2010. 
Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 9:30 am 
to 12 noon, and Sunday, 9:30 to 10:30 am, 12 
noon to 1 pm. 

Events in March and Beyond 

Next “ Pathways To Membership”               
Course Will Be In Apr il 
 
This three-session series, sponsored by the Mem-
bership Committee, provides an opportunity to re-
flect on your spiritual odyssey, meet and get to 
know fellow seekers, and learn the rich heritage of 
Unitarian Universalism and UUC, its program and 
membership. Becoming a member is not a require-
ment of the course. Reverend Ahbi Janamanchi, 
Reverend Bill Welch, and the Membership Com-
mittee will lead this series. The series will be given  
on Thursday, April 8th, 15th, and 22nd. Each class 
will start at 7 pm and continue until 9 pm. 

Visit Alaska 
 
There are four Alaska UU Fellowships available this 
summer, July 9th through 21st. The tour will include 
the Alaskan southeast coastal waters and continue to 
the Arctic Ocean. You will have home stays with UU 
hosts in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Sitka, and Juneau. For 
more info and registration forms please go to the 
UUC office or phone (727)531–7704. 

Third Tuesdays Webinar  
 
The Florida District invites your participation in a monthly seminar presenta-
tion on a variety of congregational life issues. The seminar is open to anyone 
interested among our District congregations. 
 
The format is an hour to an hour-and-a-half lecture and conversation on a given topic, 7:30pm — 9:00pm. 
Participants receive a written text outline of the seminar prior to the presentation. Only one person per 
congregation may be “on the call.”  However, with the use of a projector and a speaker phone, you can 
create your own seminar room and invite many others to participate. A copy of the presentation is posted 
on the District website soon after the seminar has been presented. Participants may then download the 
slide show and text to share with others. 
 
Pre-registration is required; the fee per session is $10 for individual sessions, payable to the Florida Dis-
trict. There are three sessions remaining in this series. They are: March 16th, Discerning Your Future with 
Appreciative Inquiry; April 20th, Risk Management: Moral & Emotional Safety, Legal & Physical Safety; 
and May 18th, Youth Ministry: Keeping Our Kids in the Faith. 
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Unitar ian Universalist Legislative Ministry of Flor ida 
Impact Sunday: March 21, 2010 
Homelessness Impact Lobby Day: Apr il 7, 2010 
 
UULMF works to bring our Unitarian Universalist unique voice to the 
legislative halls of Tallahassee. We are comprised of an all-volunteer 
steering committee of Unitarian Universalist lay and clergy folk dedi-
cated to enlivening justice legislatively and collaborating with like-minded groups to support their legisla-
tive agenda. We work under the auspices of the Unitarian Universalist Florida district, and we want to ex-
tend an invitation to your congregation’s participation in the Legislative Ministry of Florida Impact Days. 
 
This year we are organizing the Homelessness Impact Lobby Day in Tallahassee on April 7, 2010 to sup-
port the legislative agenda of the Florida Coalition for the Homeless that will have a direct positive impact 
on Florida’s homeless population. Florida is one of the most difficult states in which to be homeless, and we 
are proud to work in solidarity with the Florida Coalition for the Homeless this year. We also invite you to 
visit our website, www.uulmf.org and to save the date for Lobby Day. Through district and cluster commu-
nications, we will keep you informed about details and logistics. But before we hit the halls of Tallahassee, 
we need to feel the impact from you of your generous gift on Sunday, March 21, 2010. We are inviting 
Florida congregations to share the plate offering Sunday, March 21, 2010, in order to help UULMF mobi-
lize for our Lobby Day in April. We want to see all Florida congregations joining together on this Sunday to 
enliven our ability to make a bigger legislative splash together. To sign up for Impact Sunday, use Web Site 
sign up or RSVP to SPSegner1@aol.com. Thanks. 
 
Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry, Florida - Steering Committee 
Steve Segner, Chair SPSegner1@aol.com 386-788-3039 

Making Ethical Decisions 
 
The West Central Cluster of UU Congregations and the UU Church of Tampa present a Workshop on 
“Making Ethical Decisions.”  Do Ethics and Morality differ? How should we go about making ethical deci-
sions? How do ethical theories fit into practical applications? What role, if any, should religion play? Robert 
P. Tucker, Ph.D., Minister Emeritus of the U.U. Congregation of Lakeland and former professor of Relig-
ion, Philosophy, Logic and Ethics will address these and related issues in this workshop that will give 
attendees hands-on experience dealing with ethical decision making. It promises to be both insightful and 
fun. Don©t miss it! 
 
The workshop will be on Saturday, March 27, 2010. Registration is from 9:30 am to 10:00 am and the  
workshop begins at 10:00 am. It will last until 2:30 pm. The location is the UU Church of Tampa, 11400 
Morris Bridge Road in Tampa. For directions call (813) 988-8188 or go to Google Maps 11400 Morris 
Bridge Rd, Tampa, Fl. Drinks and lunch will be provided. The registration fee is $20.00 per person, payable 
at the door. Please call (727) 526-9837 by March 22 and leave a message if you plan to attend. 

Events in March and Beyond 
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2470 Nursery Road, Clearwater, FL  33764 
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The Monthly Newsletter  of the Unitar ian Universalists 
Of Clearwater  and the Octagon Ar ts Center  

 
2470 Nursery Road Phone: (727) 531-7704 
Clearwater, FL  FAX:   (727) 531-4188 
33764   mail@uuclearwater.org 
 
Senior Minister  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
   (727) 723-7252 
Consulting Minister Rev. Bill Welch 
Intern Minister  Rev. Nick Ozuna 
President  Sue Boone 
Office Administrator Karen Roeder  
Bookkeeper  Karen Roeder   
Music Director  Dr . David Katz 
Pianist   L inda Jones 
Facilities Manager Janine Tompkins 
Octagram Editor  Johanna Moseley 

DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A 
QUESTION RELATING TO  THE  

M INISTER OR MINISTRY? 
If so, please contact one of the Members of 
the Congregational Committee on Ministry: 

 Elly Kelly Baker    848-7910 
 Jenn Bouchie    470-9422 
 Pat McGiverin    771-1529 
 Lucille Odeneal     743-1304 
 Eliseo Santana    366-7106 
 Hal Sparks     (813) 961-3898 chair 

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to 
Octagram@uuclearwater.org.  Deadline for each 
month’s issue is midnight of the third Sunday of the 
month prior to the month of issue.   

Sunday Worship Service  
information is on center fold. 

 

Visit:  www.uuclearwater.org 


