
  

  

OCTAGRAM 

October 2011 
Where Seekers Find a Home. 

 

2 Rev. Abhi Janamanchi: Random Reflections   
3 Christine Pensa: Religious Education  
4  Dr. David Katz: Join UUC Chorale  
5  Growing In Spirit 2011-2012 
6  Worship Services 
7  Open Issues 
8     Social Justice Council 
9     Social Justice Council Part 2 
10  Readers Forum 
11  SUUSI 2012     

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :  

THANKS TO ALL who 
have volunteered 

during Coffee Hour! 
It takes 104 persons to 
serve coffee once each 

year or  
52 persons to serve 
coffee twice a year. 

Check the book on the counter by the 
kitchen and sign up! 

You'll have a good time and be 
appreciated by everybody. 

 As a Congregation, we've come together, found our vision and identified our mission: 
 
 Vision - An inclusive religious community; a beacon for reason, meaning and bold social action. 
 Mission - To celebrate dignity and respect for all, nurture lifelong 

spiritual growth, act for justice and equality and serve the wider 
community. 

  
Now it's time to create a plan for living that mission. The 
Strategic Planning Task Force is working on that, but we need 
your help.  
Please give us your best thoughts for what it would be like to be part of 
UUC five years from now. What would be happening here? What would it 
feel like? Let one of the members of the committee know how you feel, 
and get your ideas to us as soon as you can.  
 
You can reach our Chairman, Peter Goldhammer at: pgbanjo@tampabay.rr.com or  
our Vice-Chair, Peggy Tanney, at: pahunttanney1225@aol.com 

Our next session of New UU will begin on Thursday, Oct. 27th and continue on 
Nov. 3rd and Nov. 10th.  This is a 3 session introduction to Unitarian 
Universalism.  
The program is for newcomers who want to know more about who we are and what we believe. 
It provides opportunities for UUC members to share with newcomers what it means to them to 
be a Unitarian Universalist.  It gives newcomers a chance to examine their own personal stories 
in the light of our Unitarian Universalist traditions and heritage. It provides a chance for 
newcomers to the congregation and long-timers to connect. 

These sessions will be held in the Patio Room from 7 pm to 9 pm.   
Light refreshments will be served. 

This is free and open to all. If you would like to attend this informative and enlightening program, please RSVP in 
one of the following ways: 
 uuclearwater.org (click on "registration forms" on left)  Cindi Nohe  727-943-9661  cindiln53@yahoo.com   

mailto:pgbanjo@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:pahunttanney1225@aol.com
http://www.uuclearwater.org
mailto:cindiln53@yahoo.com
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The ten-day period between Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, and Yom 
Kippur, the day of atonement, is the most holy time of the Jewish calendar. 
During this period, our Jewish brothers and sisters are enjoined to search their souls for 
the transgressions against the commandments which separate them from God, and seek 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and atonement.  
  
The process, called t’shuvah, is a powerful and poetic one. Central to the process 
of t’shuvah is admitting our mistakes, and making restitution where we can. T'shuvah is 
about taking responsibility; response-ability; the ability to move from our deep 

knowing of what is right, not from our excuses. It is about seeking and granting forgiveness which Jewish 
people believe is the way we can draw closer to the meaning of life and the center of the mystery in which we 
live. 
 
But forgiveness is hard. It’s hard to do. It’s hard to give, it’s hard to receive, it’s hard to talk 
about, and it’s hard to even think about. It is soul work at the deepest level. 
It's easier to hold on to anger than forgive. Anger makes us feel righteous. It draws a lot of energy, so life 
feels intense. Anger feeds our ego. It shields us from having to expose our vulnerabilities. And as long as we 
hold on to our anger, we don't have to acknowledge there is a part of us that could have done to others, what 
others have done to us. 
 
Here are a few things to remember about forgiveness: 
 Forgiveness is not an intellectual abstraction. It’s rooted in an almost physical need; to limit 

revenge, hatred, lest we kill one another. 
 Forgiveness starts when we let go of rights to reciprocal justice. As Mahatma Gandhi said, "An 

eye for an eye makes the whole world blind." Or as the Chinese proverb goes, “Those who pursue 
revenge should dig two graves.” 

 Forgiveness is related to power dynamics. Our culture manages both to commend forgiveness 
and to make blaming, if not quite a virtue, a major industry. We lead the world in incarcerations and 
lawsuits. In our culture, public scoundrels are often rehabilitated rather quickly and on the other hand, 
the rhetoric of victimization continues to rise, making intergroup and even interpersonal reconciliation 
harder to achieve. 

 Forgiveness cannot be compelled, only offered freely. We cannot decide who should or should 
not forgive someone else. The parties involved must find their own understanding. It cannot be 
commanded, but it can be invited. 

 Forgiving is not forgetting. Forgiving means remembering, but allowing it to become a memory of 
the past instead of a regret of the present. Forgiving is not wiping the slate clean, but healing the wounds 
of the past so that the present is not contaminated and the future is open. 

 Forgiveness is first and foremost a gift to ourselves. It is an act of self-love, self-care, self-
respect, self-healing. It is the permission we give ourselves to 
let go of the pain of the past so that it does not define us for 
the future. 

 
Occasions such as the Jewish High Holy Days, the process of t’shuvah, remind us that we 
have it in us, at some point, to let go, to develop heartspace, to reconnect. They remind us that 
we can work to mend what is broken. We can honor the holy in one another despite each other’s faults and 
shortcomings, and in this way, rebuild the world. 
I encourage you to search your heart for the times you have missed the mark, harmed 
another or have been harmed and seek a path to forgiveness. The odds on love are good, so take 
the risk. Because when we do, we build once more a world of greater wholeness, with deeper understandings 
of truth and beauty and justice and compassion. 
 
In faith, Abhi 

Random Reflections - Forgiveness                                                             Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
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October has always been my favorite month of the year. I grew up in New York 
and I loved watching the leaves change colors and the smell of apples just picked from 
our trees. As a child and yes, as a teenager I would jump into piles of leaves and breath 
in deeply the smell of fall hoping it wouldn't end. I held on tightly to those days because 
it I knew the bitter cold of winter was just around the corner.  
 
In Florida however, I still cherish these October days and nights for 
different reasons. For me, October is a new beginning. Gone are the sweltering days 
of the summer, and the nights so thick that you can hardly breathe. Gone are the $300 a 
month electric bills from running the AC nonstop. Instead, I welcome a slight chill in the 
night air, a sunny day without high humidity and a feeling of comfort and familiarity. 

 
This comfort extends to our Religious Education Program. Our classes are in full swing, events 
are scheduled, and our youth continue to plan for the Day of the Dead festival and Haunted House. Let's 
face it, October is a very busy month. But it's good to be busy. We are growing, sharing and learning from 
each other. But sometimes we get a little too busy. Are you already juggling after soccer practice, music 
lessons, home improvements, discussion groups and family time? It is important to remember to relax and 
have fun! Be silly, tell jokes, laugh and remember how to play! If you need some help, then be sure to 
join us on October 8th for our annual “Welcome Back Congregational Potluck Picnic,” Sign 
up in the Social Hall to bring a dish and come enjoy an afternoon of friendship and fun for 
all ages. 
 
October also brings three wonderful additions to our Religious Education Program: 
worship, music and social justice. Our first Children's Spirited Worship is on October 2nd. 
We will gather in the Maxwell Library in back on the social hall and experience a full worship service 
designed especially for children and youth. Our first Faith in Action: Social Justice Sunday is on 
October 23rd. All children and youth will come together with the Social Justice Council as we help those 
in need. Our music director Dr, David Katz will begin meeting with the middle school group (6th-8th 
grade) from 11-11:30am in the Music/Religious Education office on October 9th, 16th and 23rd as they 
explore the wonders of drumming. 
 
Without volunteers our Religious Education Program would not be 
as successful as it is today. Please give us your support.  
Do you have just one hour? Look how much you could do: 
 
 Staff the registration check in & out table 
 Be a greeter or a class assistant (an extra set of hands) 
 Be a playground peacekeeper after the worship service 
 Prepare and serve snacks 
 Help catalog the books in the Children's Library or enter attendance records 

(can be done anytime) 
 Volunteer in our Nursery 
 Assist with Children's Worship Sundays 
 Chaperone a field trip or lead a class 
 Help with Social Justice Sundays 
 Prepare crafts in advance for classes 
 
The Religious Education Committee meets the first Thursday of the month in the Children's 
Library from 7 pm until 9 pm. Our meetings are open to the congregation and we encourage people to 
attend. If you would like to know more about the religious education program of UUC, join our UUCRE 
Yahoo group. UUCRE-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or contact Christine Pensa at: 
Christinep@uuclearwater.org 
 

Religious Education News                                                                 Christine Pensa, RE Coordinator 

mailto:UUCRE-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Christinep@uuclearwater.org
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As of this writing, adult chorale practice has been going on for almost a 
month now. We have had one Sunday to sing in church. We are also getting to launch 
our exciting and innovative music program as an extension and integral part of religious 
education for the children of our spiritual home.   
 
Perhaps because I have just celebrated a birthday during all of this new 
activity, I begin to ponder the work I do and how I believe it is entrenched 
into the work of Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater. 
                 

Having something to sing or play on Sunday for worship is certainly a way to look at “the daily grind” of 
what I do. There is no doubt that if I failed to produce or coordinate music for worship, my competence (and 
employment!) would be in question. However, as I reflect further, I realize that the covenant of bringing a 
beloved community together to nourish, support and encourage is really the essence of my responsibility. 
Music is merely the vehicle through which I do it. 
 
The UUC adult chorale is a group who covenant together on Wednesday evenings and 
Sunday mornings. We sing as a means of soul support. As Unitarian Universalists, we are a diverse group 
of believers. Nonetheless, love is the essence of what we do just as love is the doctrine of our church. As we 
work with the children, the doctrine of love is what they inherit from us. We can only hope that they see 
what our knowing eyes and mind have learned of this value and they honor and respect the inheritance we 
give them.  
 
If you value love as much as I do and if you know as I do, that is the essence of our lives and 
our church, please consider celebrating that with both new and old members of our adult 
chorale on Wednesdays from 7:00-9:00.  I know that you are busy and I know your life is full of 
“commitments” to fill the waking hours. However, what greater honor and commitment is there than love to 
pass on? I welcome you to join myself and other music makers in passing on something so immense.      
Blessed be and Shalom, David 

Roger Snow, one of our longtime members, is the recipient of the Above and Beyond 
Award for September.   
He was recognized at the service on September 11th. 
Roger has cheerfully greeted people on Sunday mornings for many years, 
always with his unique wit and charm. Behind the scenes, he has also 
worked tirelessly on property repairs, painting, moving furniture, whatever 
needs to be done. 
Roger has definitely gone Above and Beyond in his service to our beloved 
community.   
Please extend your congratulations to Roger for this honor and 
thank him for all he does on our behalf. 

Ministry                                                                                                                      Dr. David Katz 

 
In Honor of Florence Cohan-Austin 

3rd Annual Blood Drive at UUC 
Sunday, October 9th  9:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Sign up in the social hall or email  
Jackie Brown @ laffseasy@aol.com to 

schedule your appointment. 

mailto:laffseasy@aol.com


5 

  

GROWING IN SPIRIT – 2011-12 
“Growing in Spirit” is our worship and learning program year focus for 2011-12. This year we will 
reflect, consider and act upon religious themes that connect us in community and help us live lives of 
joy, hope, and service. Each month a particular theme related to our overall focus guides us as we 
worship, learn and grow together as religious people. 
The church’s offerings each month are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics 
provide an axis around which many elements of congregational life gain more meaning and depth. 
They provide us with a set of common stories and ideas that become elements of an ongoing 
community conversation. 
 

 SEPTEMBER:  VISION 
 OCTOBER:  FORGIVENESS  

 NOVEMBER: COVENANT 
 DECEMBER: PEACE 
 JANUARY: EVIL 
 FEBRUARY:  LOVE 
 MARCH:  JOY 
 APRIL: GRACE 
 MAY: VOCATION 
 

OCTOBER:  Forgiveness 
 
Books: 
Sidney Simon & Suzanne Simon  Forgiveness: How to Make Peace With Your Past and Get on With 
Your Life 
Robert Enright  Forgiveness Is a Choice 
Jack Kornfield  The Art of Forgiveness, Loving kindness, and Peace 
Dalai Lama & Victor Chan  The Wisdom of Forgiveness  
Desmond Tutu  No Future Without Forgiveness 
 
Movies: 
Les Miserables, starring Tim Barlow, Christopher Adamson  
The Green Mile, starring Tom Hanks, John Coffey 
The Power of Forgiveness, Elie Wiesel, Thich Nhat Hanh 
Dead Man Walking, starring Sean Penn, Susan Sarandon 
The War, starring Kevin Costner 

Dia De Los Muertos 
A Family Festival Celebrating Life! Saturday, October 29th, 2011  5:00 to 8pm 
Come join in the fun! We will have: Games for all ages, Food & Drinks, A Costume Contest and much 
more… 
Pay Tribute!  Please visit our altar anytime from 5 to 8pm and bring pictures of your loved ones to 
share. Light a candle, say a silent blessing and start your own yearly ritual. An open microphone will 
be available for anyone who wants to share names, stories, poems or songs.  
We welcome anyone of any belief to join us in a time of reflection and true celebration of life! 
End the evening with your small children at 7:30 with our 3rd  annual “Trunk or Treat” in the 
parking lot! AND If you dare, please stick around for our very scary Haunted House from 8 to 
10pm!   Not recommended for small kids or the weak of heart!   
Suggested Donation $5.00 
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Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am 

 
Oct. 2   Ahimsa: Do No Harm   Abhi Janamanchi 
Worship Associate - Cathy Costa 
On Mahatma Gandhi's birthday, the service will explore ahimsa as a way to achieve compassion within 
ourselves, peace between people and nation, and harmony with our environment.   

Special music - Ms. Kirthana Sandepudi 
Kirthana Sandepudi is a 7th grade student at Liberty Middle School in 
Tampa, FL. She has been learning South Indian classical (Carnatic) music for over six 
years. In 2009, Kirthana began learning advanced vocal Carnatic music from Mr. D. 
Seshachary, an acclaimed vocalist in India.  She has presented concerts in India and in 
Atlanta, Orlando, Miami, and all over the Tampa Bay. Kirthana is also accomplished in 
Bharatanatyam, an Indian classical dance form, the Indian violin, and classical piano.  
In January 2011, she participated in the Florida All-State Music Festival and was placed 
2nd in the state.  She will be accompanied by Samvit Iyer, a classmate, on the 
mridangam, a South Indian drum. 

 
Oct. 9   The Power of Forgiveness   Abhi Janamanchi 
Worship Associate - Nancy Warner 
Our Universalist heritage calls us to practice forgiveness with ourselves, and with others.  Just as it says 
that ultimately we will come home to the Source of Life.  It also calls us to seek forgiveness from those we 
may have judged too harshly or treated less lovingly that we would have hoped for.  The service will explore 
the themes of atonement and forgiveness on Yom Kippur weekend. 
 
Oct. 16   The Good News of Unitarian Universalism   Abhi Janamanchi 
Worship Associate - Megan Szczepanik 
What do Unitarian Universalists believe? Why do we pitch a wide theological tent? What makes us a 
"religion for our time?" On Bring-A-Friend Sunday, the service will explore the main tenets of Unitarian 
Universalism. The UUC Men’s group is providing a sumptuous pancake breakfast and 
entertainment starting at 9 AM. Bring your friends, neighbors, and family! 
Oct. 16   New Member Recognition 
During the service we will introduce those who have recently signed our Membership Book and will 
officially welcome them into our UUC community. This is a very special day as we honor those who have 
made the decision to join the spiritual home of the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater. We invite all 
members to be present so that we may give our new members our warmest UUC welcome. 
 
Oct. 23   Commentary on Emerson's 'Dirty Coat' and 'Experi-Fail'  Rev. Kenn Hurto 
Worship Associate - Marty Pelham 
The Reverend Kenneth Gordon Hurto is the Executive for the Florida District of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Rev. Kenn has served Unitarian Universalist ministries for 39 years 
in a variety of settings: congregations in Indiana and Iowa, northern Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, in New Zealand, Australia  and most recently in Fort Myers, 
Florida. 
Widely sought out for his work with systems theory and congregational 
leadership, Kenn has served as our District Executive since 2006. He provides 
organizational development and leadership training for the 44 congregations that 
make up the Florida District. 
 
Oct. 30   The Spirit of Halloween   Abhi Janamanchi 
Charlotte Olson, Susan Hegner, Christine Pensa, & Cathy Costa 
A special "spirit-ed" worship celebrating Halloween and All Souls Day.  The 
service will feature stories, songs, and Halloween-themed music.  Please wear your favorite costume to the 
service and come prepared to be spooked! 
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Oct 2nd DVD "The Zeitgeist Movement: Moving 
Forward" We will show and discuss Part 4, entitled 
"Rise," describing the action needed to make the world a 
better place. Last month we discussed Part 3, entitled 
"Project Earth,” describing how best to design the planet 
if we could start from scratch. In January 2011, this 
contentious DVD was released in over 60 countries, in 
more than 30 languages. 
 
Oct 9th Adriana Dinis, "GLS Child" 
A program of Gulf Coast Legal Services that  provides 

specialized legal services for certain immigrant children who may be eligible for legal status. She will talk 
about the 2011 DREAM Act and how its passage would help her in her work. Her personal experiences 
with these children will help put the Immigration debate into perspective. This is part of the UUC's 
participation in DREAM Sabbath, a national interfaith initiative promoting the passage of the DREAM 
Act. It is sponsored by the Social Justice Council of UUC. 
 
Oct 16th Open Issues Canceled for Pancake Breakfast 
 
Oct 23rd DVD: "Capitalism Hits the Fan" 
Richard Wolff, PhD, Economics professor (at UMass-Amherst) breaks down the root causes of today's 
economic crisis, showing how it was decades in the making, and in fact reflects seismic failures within 
the structures of American-style capitalism itself. Wolff traces the source of the economic crisis to the 
1970s, when wages began to stagnate and American workers were forced into a dysfunctional spiral of 
borrowing and debt that ultimately exploded in the mortgage meltdown. In the next session he will look 
to the future. 
 
Oct 30th DVD: "Capitalism Hits the Fan" (2nd half of lecture) 
Richard Wolff, PhD, Economics professor (at UMass-Amherst) recaps the root causes of today's 
economic crisis, and explains why market re-regulation cannot address the real causes of the crisis, that 
more fundamental change will be necessary to avoid future catastrophes. As an example of fundamental 
change, he makes the case for replacing corporate board members with employees of the corporation, an 
idea we will discuss. 

The next art exhibit will be paintings and ceramics of 
artists of Harborside Studios, Safety Harbor, a part of 
UPARC. The artists are mentally handicapped and have colorful 
and beautiful art. The exhibit begins October 20 with a reception 
Friday, October 28 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.  (The last day of the 
show is November 30.)  

All Church Welcome Back Picnic 
It's a picnic to share and enjoy with your fellow UUC folks.  
Saturday October 8, 4:00-6:30 pm outside the UUC Social Hall 
(inside if raining).  
Please bring your favorite picnic food to share according to your last name:  
Appetizer (A-F), Salad (G-L), Entrée (M-S),  
Dessert (T-Z). BYOB. Sodas available for $1. 
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Social Justice Council News Bill Dishongh, SJC Coordinator &Treasurer – Marlene Calderone                                                                                                                                                  

The October 9th Selection for Share-the-Plate: 
The Hispanic Outreach Center, of Clearwater.     
The Hispanic community is the fastest growing population group (18 to 20%) in Clearwater. The Hispanic 
Outreach Center, technically known as The InterCultural Advocacy Institute, Inc. (ICAI), provides 
comprehensive services such as advocacy, interpreter services, health and family services, mental health 
counseling, informational seminars, legal clinics, youth programs and English classes to this growing 
community.   
Working with other agencies its many programs include: 
 Interpreter & Victim Advocacy – a collaboration with the Clearwater Police Dept. 
 Family Advocacy – to assist parents of at-risk children 
 Youth Prevention Services – to assist at-risk children succeed in school 
 Mental Health Counseling – to assist adult parents 
 Hispanic Leadership Council - Devoted to expansion of needed services and community outreach to enhance 

integration of immigrant population. 
 ESOL - In partnership with Pinellas County Adult Education 

 Interpreters - Spanish interpreters are available for HOC clients 
 Education Forums - In cooperation with other organizations, free seminars are offered in bilingual format. Topics 

include crime prevention, health/nutrition and housing. 
 Legal Services and the Clearwater Bar Association - The participants are provided the opportunity to speak with an 

attorney free of charge, or with the assistance of an interpreter. Also Gulf Coast Legal Services provides monthly 
immigration clinics at the HOC. 

Mission Statement:  The Hispanic Outreach Center/ICAI  is committed to the development of strong 
families, community engagement, social and economic integration, and education of our diverse community. 
Our Social Justice Committee is now working cooperatively with this wonderful organization.   
Please support The Hispanic Outreach Center on Sunday, October 9th. 
 

The October 23rd Share the Plate recipient is Boys and Girls Club of the Suncoast.   
Their mission is to inspire and enable all young people living in Pinellas County, especially those who need 
them most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. BGCS does a phenomenal 
job of coaching and mentoring youth, especially those most in need. They provide practical and useful life 
skills helping to promote education, prevent crime, and develop leaders while still remembering kids want to 
have fun and make friends. They make a real difference in the lives of the youth they mentor. UUC member 
Harold Winner has been volunteering with BGCS for many years and highly recommends them. 
Please support The Boys and Girls Club of the Suncoast on Sunday, October 23rd. 
  

United Way – Do You Give? 
This is the time of year when many of you are asked, at work, to donate to the United Way. Do you know that you can select 
the UUC Better World Emergency Fund to be the recipient of your gift? This is a wonderful way to impact many people in need 
and help grow our fund. Please consider donating to the Better World Emergency Fund. For information please contact 
Marlene Calderone at 727-669-9517. 
 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE – Linda Stoller, Team Leader 
On October 9th, the UUC joins congregations of all faiths around the nation to participate in 
DREAM Sabbath. The purpose of this event is to call attention to the reintroduction of the DREAM Act 
which offers children of immigrants an opportunity to achieve success in their lives after high school by 
attending college, or going into the armed services. 
At Open Issues on the 9th, Adriana Dinis, a staff Attorney with Gulfcoast Legal Services, will be 
discussing her work with children of immigrants in a program called GLS Child. GLS Child provides 
specialized legal services for immigrant children many of whom are eligible for legal status because they have 
been abused or are victims of serious crimes. She will talk about the 2011 DREAM Act and how its passage 
would help her in her work. Her personal experiences with these children will help put the Immigration 
debate into perspective.  Then a youth whose life will be directly impacted by the passage of the DREAM Act 
will speak during the service . Finally after the service at the Social Justice table you will have an 
opportunity to write letters to your legislators urging them to pass the DREAM Act. 
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The Fight for Justice Continues with the CIW 
On September 6th members of the UUC joined other supporters of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers 
(CIW) at the headquarters of Publix in Lakeland. A small group of farm workers had biked 250 miles from 
Immokalee to invite Mr. Ed Crenshaw, Publix’s CEO, to come to Immokalee to see first hand the living and 
working conditions of the farm workers. Mr. Crenshaw refused even to meet with them. Instead a PR 
representative met them at the gate and refused them access. As a UU 
I found it very disappointing to see these fine, hard working people 
treated in such a disrespectful manner!  However the CIW is not 
giving up and neither are we. Please stop by the Social Justice table 
and find out what you can do to support the farm workers. 
Annual Soup Supper 
Once again the Pinellas Support Committee of the national Farm 
Worker Ministry will be holding their annual Soup Supper to support 
the farm workers. The supper of soup and bread will be on November 
12th at 6 PM at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church at 3200 N. McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater.  Nano Riley 
the author of the book, “Florida’s farm workers in the Twenty First Century,” will be the guest speaker. The 
dinner is free, however their will be a love donation collected.  If you are interested in going sign up at the 
Social Justice Table. 
Let the Blanket Collection Begin 
On Sunday, October 2nd we will begin the annual blanket collection for the migrant farm workers in 
Hillsborough County. Each year we collect new and lightly used blankets which are distributed in Plant City at 
the annual  farm worker toy distribution. Although it is hard to remember the cold weather last winter this 
time of year, I know the families living in drafty trailers in the farm workers camps really appreciated the 
blankets. Hundreds of families come to this events so we have lots of blankets to collect. Please support this 
very worthy project. 
 

 
UUC and the Hispanic Outreach Center Join Hands  
The UUC and the Hispanic Outreach center are pleased to announce a new collaborative program for 
preschool children and their moms. Once a week for approximately 2 hours moms will bring their preschool 
children to the Hispanic Outreach Center to learn English and get ready for kindergarten. We are looking for 
contributions of age appropriate learning toys and volunteers to read English children’s books to the children, 
play with them and talk to them in English. You don’t need to speak Spanish. If you are interested in 
volunteering please contact Linda Stoller at 442-3551. 
 

ENVIROMENTAL JUSTICE  - Dotti “GreenJeans” Doyle, Team Leader 
The Green Team participated in planting the UUC Fall Garden. We have planted beans, lettuce, tomatoes, 
onions, peppers, squash and a variety of other vegetables. Many thanks to those who have participated in this 
project. We hope to have enough produce to contribute some to the RCS Food Bank. Our intrepid gardener, 
Jungle Jay Hardman is having knee replacement surgery the first week in October. While he is recovering we 
will appreciate any help that volunteers can give us in the garden. 
Our regular meeting in October will be on the 15th from 9:30 to 11:30 am. The film, “The Real 
Dirt on Farmer John” will be shown that evening at 7:00 pm.  “It's the epic tale of a maverick 
Midwestern farmer.  An outcast in his community, Farmer John bravely stands amidst a failing economy, 
vicious rumors, and violence. By melding the traditions of family farming with the power of art and free 
expression, this powerful story of transformation and renewal heralds a resurrection of farming in America.” 

 
INTERWEAVE – Joe Weinstein and Betsy Toelle  
Interweave is the group at UUC for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender folk as well as 
our friends and allies. Every third Sunday of the month, at 12:30 in the Chorale room, we have a 
Potluck and meeting.  Bring a dish and a story to share.   
We especially welcome new comers!  Contact Betsy Toelle, BJT0319@hotmail.com or Joe 
Weinstein, 813-263-2989, joeweinstein@yahoo.com 
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Readers Forum 
Read and discuss books selected by the 
group from a variety of genre. 
Join us for coffee and a lively book 
discussion. 
 
On October 7, we begin 
discussing the biography, 
Truman, by distinguished historian and Pulitzer-Prize-winning author  
David McCullough. 
Hailed by critics as an American masterpiece, David McCullough's sweeping biography of Harry S 
Truman captured the heart of the nation. The life and times of the thirty-third President of the United 
States, Truman provides a deeply moving look at an extraordinary, singular American. 
From Truman's small-town, turn-of-the-century boyhood and his transforming experience in the face of 
war in 1918, to his political beginnings in the powerful Pendergast machine and his rapid rise to 
prominence in the U.S. Senate, McCullough shows a man of uncommon vitality and strength of 
character. Here too is a telling account of Truman's momentous decision to use the atomic bomb and the 
weighty responsibilities that he was forced to confront at the dawning of a new age. 
 
Before attending the October 7 session, please read Part One 'SON OF THE MIDDLE BORDER.' This 

will bring you to page 138 (pages in the paperback and hardback are numbered the same) , 
 
Tentative Schedule 
 
Oct 7 To end of Chapter 4  (all of Part One, to page 138) 
Oct 14 To end of Chapter 6, Part 3  (to page 225) 
Oct 21 To end of Chapter 8, Part 2  (to page 313) 
Oct 28 To end of Chapter 9  (to page 404) 
 
Nov 4 To end of Chapter 11, Part 2  (to page 493) 
Nov 11 To end of Chapter 12  (to page 583) 
Nov 18 To end of Chapter 14, Part 1 (to page 668) 
Nov 25 To end of Chapter 15, Part 2 (to page 751) 
 
Dec 2 To end of Chapter 16, Part 4  (to page 831) 
Dec 9  To end of Chapter 17, Part 5  (to page 914) 
Dec 16 To end of Chapter 18  (chapter ends on page 992) 
 
To reserve this book in the Pinellas Library System, go to pals.polarislibrary.com. Use 
keyword: “Truman” and search by: “Title.” Select the item: "Truman by McCullough" 
dated 1992. Then click on “Place Request”. (You must enter the barcode found on your 
library card, and your password, which is the last four digits of your phone number). 
 
To purchase this book at Amazon.com, please go to the UUC home page at 
uuclearwater.org and use the Amazon link in the lower right corner. UUC will receive 4% 
of the purchase price. Enter the keywords “Truman by David McCullough” and click on 
Go. New paperbacks start at $6.06. 
 
Readers Forum Leaders: Catherine & John Conover 
We meet every Friday 10:00-11:30 AM in the Chorale Room of the UUC Octagon. 
There is no fee but we will accept donations for coffee. 
No Registration Required – All are welcome. 
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Next Important Dates for SUUSI July 15th 2012 

October 1, 2011   Workshop Proposals accepted on-line 

October 1, 2011   Staff Applications accepted on-line 

November 1, 2011 Workshop Proposal deadline  

 
Links for SUUSI 
www.suusi.org/directory  
www.suusi.org/suusiships 
www.suusi.org/beonstaff2 

"BEER" is an acronym for Brothers Engaged in Esoteric Repartee, the 
informal men's discussion group of the UUC. And, no, you do not have to 
drink beer or wine or strong spirits to join us. BEER will meet at 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays, always, at two different locations.   
The first meeting of the month will be at The Whistle Stop Bar and Grill on Main 
Street in Safety Harbor; the second meeting will be at O'Keefe's Restaurant on Ft. 
Harrison Road in Clearwater. 
 Oct 6 Whistle Stop       Oct 20 O'Keefe's       
Nov 3 Whistle Stop       Nov 17 O'Keefe's  
Dec 1 Whistle Stop       Dec 15 O'Keefe’s 

  
If you have any questions, want additional information or simple 
reassurance, contact Craig Alldredge at 742-0263, or at 
scalldredge@aol.com.  

 New Contact Information for UUA Florida District 

 Our contact information has recently changed!  

Please update your address books (congregational & personal) with this new information:       

New Mailing Address: UUA Florida District P.O. Box 560246 Orlando, FL  32856-0246 

 New Email Address: uuafld@gmail.com  (our current email address, 
FloridaDistrictUUA@cfl.rr.com, will continue to be monitored during this transition)  
  
New Fax Number: 877-663-9566 

 Telephone (no change): 407-894-2119 
  
Website (no change): www.floridadistrict.org     

Direct contact information for Rev. Kenn Hurto (khurto@uua.org) and Rev. Randy Becker 
(rbecker@uua.org) has not changed.  Please contact the office if you need their telephone number 
or mailing address. 

http://www.suusi.org/directory
http://www.suusi.org/suusiships
http://www.suusi.org/beonstaff2
mailto:scalldredge@aol.com
mailto:uuafld@gmail.com
mailto:FloridaDistrictUUA@cfl.rr.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=odjxbbcab&et=1107499465900&s=398&e=001tmmaOINKKVdTPeIeSGB4hcCcP_n9V1fkdc6TiMymI8s0KOzU8BeI6DYIs7zaGjdQPhnTcoahm9j0s1_j1COrUU5I3pzEoms06kf5E_94Ez4pI5aZmRgO1w==
mailto:khurto@uua.org
mailto:rbecker@uua.org
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 CHANGE  SERVICE  REQUESTED  

 TIME DATED MATERIAL  

OCTAGRAM 
The Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalists 
Of Clearwater and the Octagon Arts Center 

 

2470 Nursery Road     Phone: (727) 531-7704 
Clearwater, FL     FAX:   (727) 531-4188 
33764       mail@uuclearwater.org 
 
Senior Minister Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
                 (727) 723-7252 
President               Roberta "Bobbie" Watson  
RE Coordinator           Christine Pensa 
Office Administrator  Karen Roeder 
Bookkeeper      Karen Roeder  
Music Director     Dr. David Katz 
Pianist       Linda Jones 
Facilities Manager     Janine Tompkins 
Octagram Editor     Lary Crews 

DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR  
A QUESTION RELATING TO  THE  

MINISTER OR MINISTRY? 
If so, please contact one of the Members of the 

Congregational Committee on Ministry: 
 

         Sue Boone           (727) 531-5236 
         Jackie Brown     (727) 772-6764 
         Marty Pelham    (813) 205-6910 
         Ray Williamson (727) 534-7964 
         Paul Langrock   (727) 784-6597.  

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by 
email to octagramnewsletter@gmail.com   
Deadline for each month’s issue is mid-
night of the third Sunday of the month 

prior to the month of issue.   

 
 

Visit:  www.uuclearwater.org 

mailto:mail@uuclearwater.org
mailto:octagramnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.uuclearwater.org

