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Wow, I have never felt so dramatically wel-
comed: You arranged for a hurricane in my 
name!  Greetings!  It is good to be here in 
Clearwater.  I arrived Monday, August 10 and 
as you can imagine I am still trying to get ori-
ented and unpacked.  I was surprised when the 
movers did their inventory before loading the 
truck that I had about 200 boxes and I have to 

admit that as I packed most of them myself, I wondered if that 
phase would ever end.  Most of the boxes contained things re-
lated to my primary hobby [building models 
of railway cars] or the book I am writing.  
Having worked so long and hard to pack 
those boxes, getting them unpacked is hard to 
get my head around. 
 
I attended worship services on August 16 and plan on being in 
worship services almost every Sunday and beginning the process 
of getting to know you and your children.  I will be introducing 
myself to you during the September 13 ingathering service as 
well as sharing some initial thoughts and ideas about the upcom-
ing weeks and months we will have together, but there are some 
things I have been talking about already with Rev. Abhi and 
people I have been meeting that I will tell you about here. 
 
One of the fundamentals to me in ministry is importance of the 
relationships we have with each other.  The more we know each 

other’s story, the closer it will 
bring us.  The better we know 
each other, the more we will 
trust each other.  All four of 
the congregations I have been 
a part of previously had a 
retreat weekend where we all 

went off with each other—adults, youth, and children—to play, 
eat, talk and otherwise engage each other in a variety of ways.  I 
am told there are some good choices in our area where we can 

do this that provide both housing and camping opportunities that 
would allow us to spend a weekend together.  What is especially 
appealing to me here in Clearwater is that we can do this in the 
winter, in February for example.  To do this will require some 
planning quickly and having people interested in this and with 
some experience doing something like this will be important.  
Please get in touch with me so that 
we can begin working on this. 
 
I also hope that you will be interested 
in having some events where as many 
of us as possible do something as 
simple as eat together and have con-
versation and then maybe watch a 
movie or play games.  With your 
social hall and projection system in the sanctuary, you are well 
equipped for such activities. During my brief visit on the six-
teenth I was pleased to see some parents and young children and 
some young adults.  I believe this group represents the future of 
any congregation and I want to devote time and energy with 
people in this group.  To begin this I want to invite you to an 
“Old Fashioned Picnic” on Saturday, September 19 right here on 
UUC’s grounds.  This is being sponsored by the Religious Edu-
cation Committee and we will be 
letting you know the details 
about the exact time (sometime 
in the late afternoon) and what to 
bring. Please mark this on your 
calendars.  
 
If you are at UUC during the 
week, see if I am in the office so 
I can meet you.  And look for me 
on Sunday mornings. 

 
In anticipation of meeting you,  

Bill 
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Exciting News!  The Social Justice Committee has reorganized.  
In order to be more effective, really make a difference and in-
clude more people in living our UU principles it was decided to 
change our structure.  We are now going to be known as the 
Social Justice Council.   
 
During our August meeting the committee designated three 
main topics or teams and what items would be included under 
each topic or team.  Marlene Calderone will continue as Chair 
but will have the able and expert assistance of three Team 
Leaders.  Allison Snell will be the Team Leader for the Human 
Rights Team; Linda Stoller is Team Leader for Economic Jus-
tice and Dotti Doyle is Team Leader for Environmental Justice.  
The Chair and Team Leaders will make up the governing Coun-
cil with the input from Team members.   
 
We look forward to having many supporters on each team.  
Below is a list of the responsibilities of each member of the 
Council and the breakdown for each Team.  We are very enthu-
siastic about these changes and look forward to making a 
greater impact for positive change. 
  

Organizational Structure of the  
UUC Social Justice Council 

 
The Responsibilities of the Social Justice Council 
Chair: 
 
1.  Schedule and chair the Social Justice Council meetings. 
2.  Prepare and deliver a monthly Social Justice Minute which 
informs the congregation about the work of the Social Justice 
Teams. 
3.  Be the central conduit for all information coming from 
teams. to the congregation and public. 
4.  Be the contact person for UUC Social Justice Activities. 
5.  Disseminate information to Team Leaders. 
6.  Liaison between ministers and Council. 
7.  Be the treasurer for council funds. 
 
The Role of the council:   
 
1.   Coordinate the activities of the Social Justice Teams. 
2.   Set overall Social Justice Policy. 
3.   Make decisions regarding the finances of the Social Justice 
Council including the Better World Fund, Split the Plate and 
the general Social Justice budget . 
4.  Handle SJC liaisons with other organizations and UU de-
nominational structures such as the District, Cluster, etc. 
5.  Raise issues as needed that are not being covered by the 
social action teams. 
6.  Insure that the Social Justice Table is staffed every Sunday. 
  
 

Responsibilities of the Team Leader: 
 
1.  Chair and schedule team meetings. 
2.  Oversee social justice actions of the team. 
3.  Bring information and decisions of the team back to the 
council. 
4.  Seek out relevant information to further the team’s goals. 
5.  Recruit volunteer team members. 
 
The Role of the Social Justice Teams: 
 
1.  Carry Out social justice actions as determined by team mem-
bers in their particular area. 
2.  Educate members of the congregation about their particular 
topic. 
3.  Request funds as needed from the Council. 
4.  Send at least one representative to all council meetings. 
5.  Submit monthly articles to Council Chair for the Octagram. 
6.  Submit information to the council chair for the weekly news 
as needed. 
 
SJ Organizational Teams 
See the chart on the next page. 
 
 

Split the Plate 
 
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Suncoast received $300 for the 
July collection and the August recipient, Clothes to Kids, Inc. 
received a check for $300.  The Social Justice Council has se-
lected Religious Community Services RCS Food Bank for the 
September 13th Split the Plate.  The RCS Food Bank is the 
largest distributor of food to those in need in Pinellas County, 
serving more than 40,000 hungry 
individuals a year and the num-
bers and need is growing.  RCS 
is a modern food distribution 
center providing life saving food 
and staples at no cost to the cli-
ent.  Please consider a generous 
contribution.  
 

Social Justice Council Meeting 
 
Our next  Council meeting will be held on September 5 at 9:30 
am in the Westwood Room of UUC.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

—Marlene Calderone, chairperson 
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Social Justice Organizational Teams 

Human Rights 
Allison Snell, Team Leader 

Economic Justice 
Linda Stoller, Team Leader 

Environmental Justice 
Dotti Doyle, Team Leader 

Congregational Based Community 
Organizing  (CBCO) 

Farm Workers Ethical Eating 

Legislative Ministry FL Homeless Green Sanctuary 

Peacemaking                RCS FUSE 

Women’s Rights                HEP Climate Change 

GLBT                ASAP COPE 

     Pride Parade                Undie Sunday IARF Conference 

     Standing on Side Love SHARE   

UUSC – Ann Myers Rep Health Care   

      Guest at Your Table Responsible Investing   

      Holiday Cards Fair Trade   

       SJ Sunday Mitten Tree   

UUUNO     

Immigrant Justice     

FL District Racial Justice Council Council Chair 
Marlene Calderone 

Secretary 
Nancy Warner 

MLK March Split the Plate Attend Council Meetings 

Prison Reform Better World Emergency Fund  Record Minutes of Meetings 

Torture Khasi Hills Project   

Darfur     

IARF     

Coming in September...  

Information about our covenant groups---and how you will have an opportunity 
to become a part of this wonderful small-group ministry.   Watch for more news! 

--Helga Reaves, Chair  
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President Sue Boone 

UUA Trustee Tidbits 
 
In Tampa we have the good fortune of having Ron Hammerle as a friend. He has done much research on mega-churches, including 
attending Sunday services at several of them. He has come to a number of conclusions about what is universal with all of them and 
may be useful to us as we work to welcome guests and grow. This month I share some of Ron’s findings. Thank you, Ron.  
 
The single most effective step in growing a congregation is to bring a friend to church for either a topical interest group or a planned 
service. Mega churches are comprised and sustained by small, special interest groups. These small groups serve as leadership train-
ing places as well as provide fellowship. Most guests who become members do so because of their participation in small groups, 
rather than attendance at the regular service. Hymnals are not used; the words are projected on a screen and state of the art sound and 
video is present. The choirs of these churches consist of talented, well-prepared, semi-professional singers who are dressed casually. 
These churches feature contemporary, upbeat, melodic music and they use contemporary musical instruments, specifically not an 
organ. Although there is emphasis on making guests feel welcome it is not overdone…no proselytizing. 
 
From Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church, which perhaps many of you have read, Ron has gleaned pearls of wisdom. It is 
important in leadership to be able to distinguish what is essential and what is not. In Warren’s church each first-time guest receives a 
welcoming letter and an enclosed pre-paid postcard which contains three questions: 1) What did you notice first? 2) What did you 
like best? 3) What did you like least? Nearly 90% of the thousands responses to the first question received say the guest noticed the 
warmth and friendliness of the people. In addition Warren believes the church can drain the life out of people by committee work. 
There are no committees in his church, just different lay ministries. He says the difference is committees discuss it, ministries do it; 
committees talk and consider, ministries serve and care; committees discuss needs, ministries meet needs.  
 
I visited one “mega-church” in August, Without Walls International in Tampa, totally devoted to the love and gospel of Jesus, led by 
a dynamic, charismatic woman. But the atmosphere was more like what I know of early evangelical revivals so perhaps attendance at 
another “more representative” church is in order. According to Ron, who also attended that Sunday, WWI is not a good representa-
tive mega-church. To be sure I learned little; it was loud, the congregants wandered in and out as the “spirit” moved them, and I ob-
served no encouragement from the pulpit for congregants to think or question.  
 
I wish all of you in our Florida congregations a good and meaningful year as you pursue excellence and your work in social justice. 
You can reach me at jlund@uua.org or 813-931-9727. I look forward to hearing from you.  

—Joan Lund, Trustee 

 
Wow, the summer season is almost over.  For those of you 

who did not attend the summer services you missed out on some very informative, revealing 
and inspiring messages.  Though the topics seemed to be diverse it was interesting to hear sev-
eral similar strands of thought running through the various programs.  Be sure to thank those 
folks who participated in the summer services:  Frank Tedesco, Marty Pelham, Mark Brandt, 
Bill Norsworthy, Marie Chapman, Greg Byrd, Bob Schneiter, Jenn Bouchie, Erik Smits, and 
Abhimanyu Janamanchi.  
 
This new church year bring new faces to our staff.  Rev. Bill Welch has joined us and has set-
tled into his office and apartment, though he still has many boxes to unpack.  Rev. Nick Ozuna 
will be arriving in Florida about September 3, and will be with us on Sunday, September 6.   
The Music Director Search Committee will present a candidate to the Board of Trustees in 
September.   
 
Although there is change, familiar activities will also be happening.  Rev. Abhi is back in the pulpit.   The Religious Education pro-
gram will begin its fall programming on September 13.  The church office will be back to their regular schedule.  Covenant groups 
will resume their activities.  And there will be many opportunities to help with everyday activities at the church -- helping with cof-
fee hour, beautifying our property, working at the book sale, ushering and greeting on Sunday mornings. 
 

I hope to see you at church this fall. 
Shalom, Sue Boone, suebooneuu@juno.com 
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      Flowers Needed! 
 
Gifts of flowers for Sunday services are always welcome.  The Flower Committee will be happy to order 
them for you (call Carol Heichel, 727-738-8982) or you may bring in your own arrangement.  Forms 
available outside the church office allow us to co-ordinate contributions. 

 Recordings of Services Are Available  
 If you've said, "I'd like to have a copy of that message," but you can't remember the date, go to the tech team sales table in the So-
cial Hall after worship services and review a list of "Reflections" titles and the dates they were presented.  Please come to the sales 
table to order CDs or DVDs.  (The folks in the sound booth are too busy to deal with orders.)   Many bargains are available.  We 
have cassette tapes and VHS of 2006 and longer-ago services.  Those are two for $1.  Come take a look!       
          --Ches Applewhite and Jean Weigelt 

  Above & Beyond Honoree for September 
 

Dedicated UUC member, Dorothy (Dottie) Terpenning, has been selected as recipient of our “Above and 
Beyond” Award for September in recognition of her volunteer efforts.  Dottie was selected by the UUC 
Board for her tireless efforts greeting new comers at the "Blue Table" during coffee hour.  Many visitors 
have gotten to know our congregation first through Dottie.  She is also very active with the Cares and 
Concerns Committee, reaching out to members who are dealing with health challenges, as well as those 
grieving from the loss of loved ones.  Dottie's wonderful efforts help make UUC a more welcoming and 
caring congregation.  With great thanks, we honor Dottie with this award. 
 

Congratulations, Dorothy Terpenning! 

    Energy Savings 
 

Thanks mostly to Bob Lehner who did the installations, we now have extremely efficient LED (light-emitting 
diode) illumination for all EXIT signs and to light the mail slot bank opposite the UUC office. We paid $450 for 
the LEDs and will save over $300 per year in electric costs.  

—John Chase, (727) 787-3085 

RE News 
Hello Friends, 
I would like to welcome everyone to another fun-filled year of Religious Education for our children and youth.  Join us for all of the 
wonderful activities that are planned. 

� Registration is required to ensure the safety and wellbeing of everyone in the RE program.  The registration form is 
available on  UUC’s website and at the RE table in the Social Hall. 
� Please remember to sign your children in by 10:20 am and out by 12:30 pm (when childcare ends). 
� The RE program is always on the look out for the following items: arts and crafts supplies, fabric scraps, coffee cans, 
cardboard tubes, shoeboxes, and small toys and trinkets for our treasure box. Snack and juice donations are greatly appreci-
ated. 
� Additional teachers and assistants are still needed.  All lesson plans and supplies are provided.  Teaching teams work 
together and support one another so you are never on your own.  Come be a part of RE and make a difference in the lives of 
our children and youth.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact me, Christine Pensa, RE Assistant, christinepensa@att.net, or (727) 442-3028 
 



6 

Worship Services — Sundays at 10:30 am  
 
September 6  Health-care Reform: A Moral Imperative  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
While the debate about health care reform rages around the country, more and more people are losing access to affordable health 
care.  All faith traditions challenge us to engage in healing, to act with justice, and to treat one another with compassion. In the U.S. 
today, we witness a health care delivery system that is broken and in need of serious reform.  As people of faith, it's time to raise our 
vision and voices for a health care future that includes everyone and works well for all people.   The service will explore. 
 
September 13  The Fragile Art of Hospitality     Rev. Bill Welch & Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
On Ingathering Sunday, we will explore what it means to practice radical hospitality.  What kind of a religious community are we 
going to be?  Are we going to do whatever is necessary to ensure that there is enough room for everyone (adults and children) who 
wants to come to this gathered community and this religious faith?  At this service we will continue the tradition of a water com-
munion.  Please bring a small container (tightly sealed, please!) of water with you from far away or as close as 
your kitchen sink.  As part of our worship, you will be invited to pour your water into a common vessel. This water 
communion symbolizes how in our congregation many disparate journeys blend together in shared community and 
purpose.  Everyone will have the opportunity to say a few words about where the water is from and what it repre-
sents.  Consider ahead of time what you would like to share. If you prefer, email the note by September 9 to Rev. 
Abhi at abhij@uuclearwater.org.  We will bless these waters and later offer them as nourishment for the trees, 
bushes, and flowers on our church grounds.  Rev. Abhi says “I hope this tradition will be another reminder of the sacredness of our 
individual stories and the power of our dwelling together in religious community.”  This is Split the Plate Sunday for RCS 
(Religious Community Services) Food Bank.   
 
September 20  Many Paths, One Peace    Rev. Leddy Hammock 
To commemorate International Peace Day on September 21, Rev. Abhi and Rev. Leddy will exchange pulpits and reflect on what 
Unitarian Universalism and Unity can do to foster peace both locally and nationally.  Following the service, there will be a brief 
‘peace-pole prayer’ ceremony outside the Octagon and at Unity. 
 
September 27   Hankering for a Higher Quality of Life    Rev. Abhi Janamanchi  

        & Rev. Dr. Michael Schuler 
In his just-released book Making the Good Life Last, Rev. Schuler argues that sustainability must become a major 
consideration as we ponder the future not only of the natural environment, but of our families, finances, communities 
and individual physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. In a culture which encourages the pursuit of evanescent 
“good times” we sorely need a strategy that delivers more lasting benefits.  Rev. Schuler believes that by applying four 
simple behavioral precepts we will be better able to make the good life last.   Rev. Schuler has served the 1500 mem-
ber First Unitarian Society of Madison for the past twenty-one years.  For more information, see the September 26 

workshop details on page 10. 
     

Open Issues Forum — Sundays at 9:30 am 
 
September 6  Bob Zeitler, MD Some Research Regarding Happiness 
Bob, a semi-retired psychiatrist and member of UUC, will present results of a very long-term study of Harvard graduates. 
 
September 13  Nora Callahan  How to Fix the Federal Criminal Justice System  
Nora founded “The November Coalition” in 1997 to educate the public about the destructive, unnecessary incarceration of drug 
offenders. She is one of several influential American women who have become advocates for change after a family member was 
blindsided by the drug war. 
 
September 20  Leslie Gibson  Finding Joy in the Journey: Every Day is a Gift 
Leslie is a speaker, educator, and author.  She specializes in stress management, customer service and humor development tech-
niques. She knows that some people don't really begin to live until they know they're going to die. 
 
September 27  Marcella Ramsey  Helping Refugee Youth Move from Surviving to Thriving 
Marcella is the Volunteer Coordinator for the Refugee Youth and Family Program and the Florida Center for Survivors of Torture, 
non-faith based programs of Gulf Coast Jewish Family Services (www.gcjfs.org/fcst). 

 —John Chase, (727) 787-3085 
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    September  2009  
           
      Sunday                Monday    Tuesday      Wednesday        Thursday          Friday              Saturday 

 

30 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Open 
Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  Psi 
Symposium (P) 

31 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

1 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 
PM  Social Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  UUBF (P) 

2 
10:00 AM - 11:00 
AM  Staff Meeting 
(Abhi's Office) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Property 
Committee Meet-
ing (P) 

3 
9:00 AM - 3:00 
PM  Remove and 
Hang new Art (O) 

4 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
1:00 PM - 2:15 
PM  Adult RE Com-
mittee Meeting (W) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

5 
9:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Social Justice 
Committee (W) 
2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM  Private Event 
(S,P) 
8:00 PM  AA (W) 

6 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Open 
Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  Re-
hearsal (O) 

7 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM  Covenant Groups 
Facilitators Meeting (L) 
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

8 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 
PM  Social Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  UUBF (P) 

9 
5:30 PM - 6:30 
PM  Finance Com-
mittee (W) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Executive 
Committee (W) 

10 
7:00 PM - 9:30 
PM  Meeting the 
Needs of Clear-
water's Growing 
Hispanic Com-
munity (O) 

11 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

12 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

13 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Open 
Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
12:30 PM - 1:00 
PM  Laughter Yoga (P) 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM  Art 
Committee Reception (O) 

14 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

15 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
1:30 PM - 4:00 
PM  Covenant Group 
Meeting (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 
PM  Social Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  UUBF (P) 

16 
5:30 PM - 8:00 
PM  BARCC (L) 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  UUC Board 
Meeting (P) 

17 
2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM  Private 
Event (L) 

18 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

19 
Picnic 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

20 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Open 
Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
1:00 PM - 2:00 
PM  Monthly Toning Event 
$5 (P) 

21 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

22 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 
PM  Social Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  UUBF (P) 

23 24 
5:30 PM - 7:00 
PM  Picnic Phil-
ippe Park 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Pathways to 
membership (P) 

25 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
6:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Peace Pole 
Dedication Beth 
Shalom 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Men's Night Out 
(CL) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

26 
2:00 PM - 5:00 
PM  Michael Shuler 
on Sustainability (P) 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 

27 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Open 
Issues (P) 
10:30 AM - 11:30 
AM  Worship Service (O) 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  Psi 
Symposium (P) 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM  VM 
Rehearsal (O) 

28 
9:30 AM  Duplicate 
Bridge (P)  
7:30 PM - 8:30 
PM  AA (W) 

29 
12:00 PM - 12:30 
PM  Loving Kindness 
Meditation (O) 
7:00 PM - 9:30 
PM  Social Bridge (C) 
7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM  UUBF (P) 

30 1 
7:00 PM - 9:00 
PM  Pathways to 
membership (P) 

2 
10:00 AM - 11:30 
AM  Readers Forum 
(C) 
1:00 PM - 2:15 
PM  Adult RE Com-
mittee Meeting (W) 
7:00 PM  Zen Medi-
tation (L) 

3 
3:30 PM - 5:00 
PM  Private Event 
(O) 
8:00 PM  AA (P) 
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UU Buddhist Fellowship of Tampa Bay at Clearwater 
 
Summer, fall, winter, spring; birth, old age, sickness, death.  So the cycles repeat indefinitely, never quite the same. You gotta luv 
it, baby!  (You can’t leave it!)  Study of ways to free ourselves from the cycle of rebirth continues at UUC during September. We 
are scheduled for Tuesday nights, 7-10 PM in the Patio Room. We practice basic shamatha or tranquility meditation at the be-
ginnings of our meetings for about 30 minutes, followed by 10 minutes walking meditation. We are currently examining the clas-
sic text The Way of the Bodhisattva by Shantideva.  We’ll be beginning Chapter 6, Patience, in September. We are in no rush to 
get through it! 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  We may not meet in the Patio Room every Tuesday since our activities vary.  Please call Frank early Tuesday 
afternoon by phone and email to confirm your interest in attending UUBF at UUC. We may be sharing vegan potluck dinners at 
members’ homes or restaurants or visiting a local hospice. The First Precept of not-killing or harmlessness extends to what we eat 
or what we pay or ask others to provide for us.  We are concerned for pets, farm animals and wildlife in theory, sentiment and 
practice. We co-sponsor activities with Florida Voices for Animals of which Frank is a Life Member. 
 
We have a large collection of fascinating Buddhist, healing and spiritually-oriented films. We will consider meeting elsewhere for 
the convenience of UUBF members who are spread all over the Tampa Bay area.  
 
Frank also leads a UUBF meditation and study group at UU Tarpon Springs Saturday. A number of members wish to experience 
Buddhist practice at the diverse Buddhist centers in the area. We may schedule field trips to these sanghas and cancel Tuesday 
evening meetings on the spur of the moment so you must contact us to confirm your attendance. We may meet at UUC and visit a 
local hospice some Tuesday this fall as well. 
 
To learn more about the UU Buddhist Fellowship and read sermons by UU ministers who are also Buddhist, see www.uua.org/
uubf or  www.uubf.org. Read the UUBF Sangha quarterly newsletter and discover articles by someone you may know. 
 
True Dharma Frank Tedesco, Ph.D. 
(727) 391-1152; Cell: (727) 512-4805,  
truedharma108@gmail.com, www.truedharmaworks.org 
 

Photo of Florida UU Zen license plate 
belongs to Linda Gradual, founding 
member of the Tarpon Springs UU 
Meditation Group.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rissho Kosei-kai Intern Agreement With UUC  
Was Signed at GA in June 

 
 

      Rev. Yasutaka Watanabe and Rev. Bill Sinkford                Rev. Shoko Mizutani and Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
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Events in September and Beyond 

Women’s Night Out, September 3 
Attention: UUC Women.  Are you interested in getting together occasionally without having to plan, schedule, 
clean, sell, cook or organize anything?  If you would like to spend a little time just getting to know other UUC 
women for a bite to eat or a drink, please join us.  We will be meeting the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 
pm at a restaurant to be announced.  Our next night out is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 2009, 7:00 
pm at Tuscon’s Southwest Grill (13563 Icot Boulevard, Clearwater, FL 33760).  Please RSVP to Martha 
Kowalski, (727) 475-9451, or mkowalski2@tampabay.rr.com by September 1. 
 

Grounds Cleanup Day, September 5 
Attention all UUC Grounds Helpers!  We plan to have our late-summer work party on Saturday, September 5th, and I hope you will 
be able to join us.  We know this is Labor Day Weekend...what better way to honor Labor.   We have a lot of work to do.  We'll start 
at 8:00 a.m. and will finish up about  noon with our traditional pizza lunch.  Please bring gloves and yard tools, if you have any.  Let 
me know if you have any questions.  See you on the 5th!  Bill Norsworthy, bnorsworthy@verizon.net, (727) 687-9867 
 

Special Program on Meeting the Needs of Clearwater’s Growing Hispanic  
Community, September 10 
The population of Clearwater according to the last census is now 15% Hispanic, with most of that community coming from Mexico.  
What impact is this changing demographic having and what are the needs of this growing community?  Join representatives from 
government and nonprofit support agencies to discuss this question and others in the Octagon Arts Center on Thursday evening, 
September 10, from 7:00 to 9:30 pm.  This program is a being organized by Greg Musselman, Outreach Coordinator for Lutheran 
Services Florida, Integration Assistance Program, in co-ordination with UUC’s Social Justice Council.  Mr. Musselman will moder-
ate the event.  Panelists will be Sandra Lyth, CEO of the Intercultural Advocacy Institute (the Hispanic Outreach Center and the His-
panic Leadership Council are under the umbrella of the institute); Jan Setzekorn, Director of Families Living Together (a program of 
United Methodists Cooperative Ministries that provides ESOL classes, child enrichment programs, and training for ESOL tutors); 
and Sergio Fidelis, Hispanic Outreach Officer for the city of Clearwater Police Department. 
 

Surviving Unemployment Workshop, September 12 
If you are currently unemployed, or even think you might be vulnerable, please attend this workshop at Good 
Samaritan Episcopal Church,  2165 NE Coachman, Clearwater (Directions:  Heading north on Belcher Rd 
past Drew Street, turn left at next light onto Coachman Rd), Saturday, September 12, from 8:00 am to 12:00 
noon.   The seminar is free and free light breakfast and light lunch will be provided.  Presenters include a psy-
chologist, a life coach, and several employment resource people.  To register, call the UUC office, (727) 
531-7704 mornings, deadline Wednesday, September 9.   (This event is sponsored jointly by Good Samari-

tan, Hope Presbyterian, St. Catherine of Siena Catholic, St. John’s Episcopal, Unitarian Universalist, and Unity Congregations.)  
Please share this information with family and friends who may be looking for a job or trying to cope in these touch economic times. 
 

Water Communion, September 13 
At our Ingathering Service on September 13, we will continue the tradition of a water communion. Please 
bring a small container (tightly sealed, please!) of water with you to our Ingathering Service from far away 
or as close as your kitchen sink. As part of our worship service, you will be invited to pour your water into a 
common vessel. This water communion symbolizes how in our congregation many disparate journeys blend 
together in shared community and purpose.  During this service, everyone will have the opportunity to say a 
few words about where the water is from and what it represents.  Consider ahead of time what you would like to share, personally or 
as a family.  If you prefer, please feel free to email the note by September 9 to abhij@uuclearwater.org.  We will bless these waters 
and later offer them as nourishment for the trees, bushes, and flowers on our church grounds. I hope this tradition will be another 
reminder of the sacredness of our individual stories and the power of our dwelling together in religious community.  
             -- Rev. Abhi 
 

Laughter Yoga, September 13 
Come for a laugh after worship services in the Patio Room.  FMI call Wendy Risk, (727) 572-9854. 
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Art Reception, September 13 
Last day for Members Art Show is September 9.  New show begins with reception, September 13, 1:00 - 3:00 pm.  Stay tuned for 
details through the Weekly News or contact Charlene Carnes, (727) 789-3536.   
 

Old Fashioned Picnic, September 19  
Stay tuned for details through the Weekly News.  Rev. Bill Welch and the RE Committee are “cooking 
up” something to be held on the UUC grounds.  
 

Toning Workshop, September 20 
Tones for Living is offered the 3rd Sunday of each month, from 1:00 -2:00 pm in the UUC Patio Room.  
Invite your friends.  All are welcome.  Sponsored by the PSI Symposium; presented by Elle Speed, a certified sound therapist and 
member of the Institute for Healing through Sound and Music. 
 

Philippe Park Picnic, September 24 
Bring a dish and join your UUC friends at Philippe Park 5:30-7:00 pm (enter park, turn right, park on left, and look for a familiar 
face at the picnic benches along the waterfront). FMI contact Marianne Davis, (727) 734-9136.   
 

Pathways to Membership, September 24, October 1 and 8 
If you have been attending UUC regularly and interested to be a member, please attend these sessions to learn more about Unitarian 
Universalist history, theology, and polity, the meaning of membership in a Unitarian Universalist congregation, and ministries and 
programs at UUC.  The sessions start at 7:00 pm and will be facilitated by Rev. Bill Welch and Rev. Abhi Janamanchi.  No fee.  To 
register, the preferred method is via the UUC website, www.uuclearwater.org/Adults.htm  or  call the UUC office weekday 
mornings at (727) 531-7704. 
 

Peace Pole Dedication Ceremony, September 25 
Our brothers and sisters at Congregation Beth Shalom, 1325 South Belcher Road, Clearwater, will be dedicating their new Peace 
Pole on Friday, September 25 at 6:00 pm. We are invited to join them for a brief ceremony at the pole, to offer prayers and affirm 
our call for peace. Their pole will be inscribed in Hebrew, English, Arabic and Spanish.  Interfaith clergy will offer brief prayers 
from their respective traditions including Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Rev. Nick Ozuna (our intern), and Rev. Leddy Hammock.  Follow-
ing the dedication, we are invited to attend the Shabbat evening service.  This service is about one hour long and will be followed by 
an “oneg” – light refreshments.  Please email Rev. Abhi at abhij@uuclearwater.org if you are planning to attend. 
 

Four Keys to a Sustainable Future Workshop, September 26 
This is a special workshop by the Rev. Dr. Michael Schuler.  Location is Patio Room, 2:00 – 5:00 pm.  Love 
offering $10.  Sustainability is a popular concept in environmental, economic, and urban design circles, but 
the principle is one that each of us can usefully apply in our own daily lives.  This workshop will highlight 
the behavioral “precepts” that help produce positive, sustainable results in our families, communities, ecol-
ogies, and personal lives.  The workshop will draw from Rev. Schuler’s just-published book Making The 
Good Life Last.  A graduate of Eckerd College and Starr King School for the Ministry, Michael Schuler also 
holds a Ph.D. in the Humanities from Florida State University.  He has served the 1500 member First Unitar-
ian Society of Madison for the past twenty-one years. Under his leadership, the congregation recently com-
pleted a $9 million dollar sustainably designed addition to their Frank Lloyd Wright Meeting House which 
has achieved LEED gold certification. Schuler's writings have appeared in the UU publications Salted With 
Fire and Everyday Spiritual Practices, as well as in Dharma World and the UU World magazines. For several 
years he wrote a regular column for the "Ethics and Values" section of The Capital Times newspaper. Mar-

ried for 35 years to Trina, Schuler has been an avid distance runner for over three decades and practices and teaches Tai Chi and Chi 
Gong.  He will have copies of his book available for sale after the workshop.  Please contact the UUC office at 
mail@uuclearwater.org or call (727) 531-7704 to register. 
 
 

Events in September and Beyond (continued) 
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Next Deadline September 20 
Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to Octagram@uuclearwater.org.   

Deadline is midnight of the third Sunday of every month.  For October issue, deadline is September 20, 2009. 

PSI Symposium, September 27 
Meetings are in the Patio Room at 12:30 pm.  Join us for good conversation and coffee.  All are welcome.   For more information, 
contact Bobbie Watson, (813) 251-2991.   
� September 27 – Patty Darcy and TJ will lead us in their third annual Laughter Yoga celebration. 
� October 25 – Rev. Bob Johnstone, Spiritualist Medium, will teach us about Butterfly Art. 
� November 29 – Patricia Fogelsonger and Bruce Stewart will discuss channeling, mediumship and transition to “the new real-
ity.”  Rev. Patricia is a spiritual teacher and channeling facilitator, a certified intuitive and medium and a spirit-inspired mandala art-
ist, specializing in soul mission readings and business soul mandalas.  Rev. Bruce is a channeling facilitator and medium, and author 
of the book The True Light Cometh. He offers personal channeling coaching sessions as well as group channeling instruction.  
 

Sixth Annual Book Sale, October 24 
The Book Sale will be October 24 this year.  Now is the time to start bringing in your books, CDs, and DVDs. 
It's too hot to be outside, so use this time to clean out your shelves and get ready for all the new books you'll 
want to get at this year's sale!  Please put all donations in the basket in the UUC lobby.  Volunteers are needed 
for sorting and organizing and selling.  Please contact Ms. Kyle Pierson at kyle@planetpierson.com (preferred) 
or call (727) 347-6050.  Thank you! 
 

Dia De Los Muertos Festival, October 31 
This is a festival to celebrate our UU ancestors and to pay tribute to family, friends, and all lost loved ones 
who have passed away either recently or long ago.  Our youth will be very engaged by Cassandra Alderman 
in making this event happen, and participating in it.   There will be events for children of all ages, music, 
food, and even a Haunted House!  Event starts at 5:30 pm at UUC.  Sponsored by the RE Committee.  
There’s lots to do, so please contact Cassandra if you would like to help, (727) 224-9504, email  
cassandra@artcontempo.com. 
 

Holiday Bake Sale, December 13 
Mark your calendars now for this fun festive fundraiser and hone your baking talents to make irresistible concoc-
tions!  (You don’t have to have the skills of Julia Child, but go see the movie “Julie and Julia” first and buy a cook-
book at our book sale; then decide what you will bring as your contribution!)  
 

U.S. Chapter IARF Conference at UUC, January 14-16, 2010 
U.S. Chapter of the International Association for Religious Freedom will hold their conference at UUC, January 14-16, with the 
theme of “Reconciliation.”  There will be special speakers, including Bill Schulz, workshops, panel discussions and social times to 
meet other UUs and people of other faiths from our community and beyond.  We will need volunteers for home hospitality, greeters, 
transporters, servers, etc.  Please contact Denise Seeber at Denise_Seeber@tampabay.rr.com or 727 474-2647 if you might be 
able to help or would like more information. 
 

European River Cruise, Spring 2010 
Some of the members of the UU Fellowship of Marion County intend to take a European River Cruise next spring.   We hope some 
of you will want to join us.  Details are available on the Eastern European Odyssey and the Rhine Getaway from Carolyn Denison, 
(800) 541-4682, or from the travel agent, Peggy Sweet, at (800) 393-8728. 
 
 
 
 

Events in September and Beyond (continued) 



12 

2470 Nursery Road, Clearwater, FL  33764 

 ����������	
�����	��
�����  

� ���������������	����

�������������������������������� ����
The Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalists 
Of Clearwater and the Octagon Arts Center 

 
2470 Nursery Road Phone: (727) 531-7704 
Clearwater, FL  FAX:   (727) 531-4188 
33764   mail@uuclearwater.org 
 
Senior Minister  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
   (727) 723-7252 
Consulting Minister Rev. Bill Welch 
President  Sue Boone 
Office Administrator Yvonne Charneskey 
Bookkeeper  Karen Roeder  
Music Director  (position vacant) 
Pianist   Linda Jones 
Facilities Manager Janine Tompkins 
Octagram Editor  Nancy Warner 

DO YOU HAVE A COMMENT OR A 
QUESTION RELATING TO  THE  

MINISTER OR MINISTRY? 
If so, please contact one of the Members of 
the Congregational Committee on Ministry: 

 Elly Kelly Baker    848-7910 
 Jenn Bouchie    470-9422 
 Lucille Odeneal     743-1304 
 Eliseo Santana    366-7106 
 Hal Sparks    (813) 961-3898 chair 

Please send OCTAGRAM submissions by email to 
Octagram@uuclearwater.org.  Deadline is midnight 
of the third Sunday of every month.  For October  
issue, deadline is September 20, 2009. 

Sunday Worship Service  
information is on centerfold. 

 

Visit:  www.uuclearwater.org 


